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PREFACE. 



The reasons for giving ^s narrative to the pub- 
lic are the following : 

First, To correct the many partial, inaccurate 
statements that have gone abroad, and to Ornish 
the community with a narrative on which they may 
rely as being authentic. 

Secondly. To show that, in whatever else the 
papacy may change, its spirit of persecution, where 
it has tiie power, is immutable. The Shepherd of 
the Valley, a Boman Catholic newspaper, published 
under the auspices of the Catholic Bishop of St. 
Louis, says, " If the Catholics ever gain, — what 
they surely will do, though at a distant day, — 
an immense numerical majority, religious freedom in 
this country is at an end." 
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This is UL honest confesBion, and we believe it ; 

ibut many do not, and tbey need to be convinced b; 
stubborn &cte. 
The same joarnal, in defending civil punifihnient 
of spiritual crime, saja, " The temporal punishment 
of heresy is a mere question of expediency. That 
Protetttanta do not punish us here, is simply becauso 
Qiey have not the power ; and that where we ubatain 
from persecuting them, they are well awace that it ia 
merely because ve cannot do so, or tliink that by 
doing BO we should injure the cause that we wish to 
serve. " 
The writer is not disposed to charge upon the 
Catiolics of the present day the faults of their 
fathers, nor would ho countenance any measure 
tending to the abridgment of their religious tree- 
K dom ; but he would have all sects, as well as ail 

^^B individuals, held responsible for their own con- 

It is characteristic of the age, and an inseparable 
feature of omr free institutions, that no man, or set 
of men, shall hide themselves from the Burutinizing 
gaze of lie public eye, or be allowed to practise 
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Qaknah Coecoran, daughter of Patrick 
a Corcoran, the eldest of five children, 
bom in Andrum, county of Cork, Ireland, Ai 
guat 11, 1836. 

Her father was a farmer in comparatively easy 
circumstances, such as enabled him to give his 
children a common education. 

Hannah was taught, while in Ireland, reading 
writing, and the first principles of arithmetic and'! 
geography. 
ESho waa brought up to believe strictly all^ 
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p]nns, and to practise all the ritee, of the 

^^nliBh church. Her prejudices in favor of 

that church were very strotig. She regarded 

the priests as altogether above ordinary mortals 

a snnctity and power, and next to God himself. 

In h* tenth year, the family left Audi'um for 

I ■Blarney lemon t, to occupy a farm mucL superior 

I to the owe in Audrum, and nearer to the city of 

Cork. But wlien they had beou comfoiljibly 

settled alx)ut six months, her father was taken 

sick, and, after a very short but severe illness, 

died Febrmry 2, 1847. 

la accordance with the provieiona of his will, 
!' ft sister of lier father took charge of the farm Mid 
of the family, the work on tlie farm being per- 
formed by a brother of the deceased, while the 
entire management, together with the education 
of the children, was under the control of the 
aunt. From the impress left upon the elder 
children, Hannah and John, any one would infer 
that she was a superior woman; for, while she 
taught them to revere the church, she also 
trained them to Imbita of reflection, intelligence, 
industry, truthfulness, courtesy and integrity. 
This lady is a Sister of Charity. 

A little more than two years after the dec 
if her father, it was considered advisable, byJ 
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aunt and other friends, for her mother to 
America. — the land of promise, in which so 
of her countrymen had secured respectable situa- 
tions, sftved money, and thus been enabled to 
Bend home the means of bringing out their relo- 
^^Bms. She, it was hoped, iQi;jht do the same. 
^^^Kthe mean time 'the fire children, Hannah, 
^^^UQ, Kate, Honora and Jeremiah, were to r&- 
^^^■in with their aunt, until their mother couhl 
^^^■^ure the means of sending for them. I{3.TiDg 
^^^■nded on this course, Ellen, the mother, left 
^^^Hdand in June 1S49, and arrived here in 
^^^Lt. Aa she was a good cook and launt 
^^Vtotnan, she had but little difficulty in obtaining 
a situation, and in ahout two and a half years, 
at the commencement of 1852, she had secured 
the amount required for the passage of her elder- 
children, Hannah and John, from IreLmd. 
this time she was liring in the family of Ml 
Joshua Collins, a son-in-law of Mr. Joseph Ci 
tCT. These two families reside in a double houi 
benc<-Lth the aamo roof, having a communicatit 
from the separate apartments, Nearly all 
members of both fiimilies are communicants 
the First Baptist Church in Cbarlestown. 

The two children embarked in the ship ' 
in April 1852, and landed in Boston June 1, 
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^^^Ba ruugli piiaBFige of uearly two months. Thej 
^^^Fireiit at once to their mother, and were welcomed 
f and treated very kindly by the familieB of Messrs. 

Collins and Carter. 

Sucoesaful efforts were made to procure places 

I for the children ; Hannah was engaged in the 
fimily of Mr. Marcellus Carpenter, and John 
was put under the care of Mr. Peter Temple, a 
&rmer iu Asliland, and was subsequently ap- 
.^■enticed to Mr. Perry, sboe manufacturer, of 
Lynn, Mass. Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter are mem- 
bers of the same church with Messrs. Collins 
and Carter. 

During the few days that Hannah and John 
were togetber in the family of Mr. Collina, she 
would take him around the monument gronnds, 
and tell him that be was now in a Protestant 
country: that ho was going into a Protestant 
family; and that he would liave to be on his 
guard lest they should draw him into any prac- 
tice that would be hurtful to hia soul ; meaning 
thereby any nogk-ct of the forms of the Catho- 
lic church, or any compliance with the religious 
I practices of the Protestants. She would advise 
him to be respectful and obedient where his reli- 
i ^on was not concerned ; yet, if he must ever h 
I present at Protestant ivorsliip, either in the G 
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Ifty or elsewhere, to be sure to give no attentit 
fe it, but to emf ioy himself in mentally rej 
ing his Ave Maria. She had observed that 
the families of Messrs. Collins and CartO^] 
prayers Were dajly offered ; that her mother 
present at such worship, and did not, as Cal 
lies generally do, refuse to hear Protest 
pray. She had been encouraged bj lier niotl 
to do as she did, and this had alarmed hcT. 
Hence her anxiety for her brother, and her 
earnest wamings to let nothing soduee him from 
the faith in which he had been educated. 

These children were together at Mr. Colli 
from Monday till Friday, at which time Hannabi 

ered upon her duties in the family of 
Wnter. 

On the following Sabbath, Mrs. C. inquired 
of her if she wished to go to eliuixh, and if so, at 
what church she would choose to attend worship. 
She replied that she did not think of going to 
church at present, aa she had not suitable cloth- 
ing ; but, if she went, she should prefer attending 
her own church. In the course of that woelf 
Mrs. 0. iumiahed her witJi appropriate clothing 
fcr the Sabbath, so that she need not, on that 
account, be prevented from enjoying the priT> 
s of that holy day. 
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Having been toM tbat early on tlie next Sab- 
fcath morning a number of colored and other per- 
sons were to be baptized in tlie Mystic river, 
which rnna past the end of the street in which 
she lived, she concluded to go and see how this 
ordinance was adminiatcred. She imagined that 
the candidates would Tie taken out in a boat, and 
put over the side to be immersed, and then be 
taken into the boat again ; but on seeing tLem 
walk into the water with the administrator, she 
■began to suspect that they were endeavoring to 
walk on the water, as ahe had heard Christ once 
(lid. About ten o'clock that mornidg, she went 
to Mr. Collins' for her mother to conduct her to 
the Catholic church ; but her mother said she 
did not know where it was, having never been 
there, and asked her if she would not like to 
go with Mr. and Mrs, Collins to the Bap- 
tist church, saying that she did bo frequently, 
and it was just as well. To this inquiry she 
answered, indignantly, No ! and, leaving her 
mother, went alone in search of the Catholic 
chui'ch, but did not succeed that morning in find- 
ing it. In flie course of the week she was visit- 
ed by her mother, to whom she remarked that 
her effort to find tlie church had been unsuccoss- 
ful. llcr mother then urged her to go. on the 
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next Snbbath, with Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter, l 

the Baptist church; but ahe still objected ; shi 
J not be induced to inake any promise, i 

len the Bobbath came she remained at bomi 
Va the succeeding Sabbath, Mra. Carpenter i 
vited ber to go th»t day to the Baptist u 
She hL'sitatad ; but, after reflecting that N 
had provided her with clothing that she migj 
attend church, that she vould thereby have i 
opportunity of seeing a, Protestant church, ' 
fibo need not listen to the services, hut that a 
could do ii8 ahe advised her brother John t 
namely, say her own prayers, and as it n 
show her gratitude to Mrs. C, for the an 
ahe had received, she consented to go. 

The pastor of tlte church woa in the puljrfi 
when she entered in, and at once became on objat 
of interest to her, on account of his being thei 
without sacerdotal vestments. What ! thougl 
she, does he pray and preach in the same k 
of httbibments as those worn by bis hearers 
Then the bare walls, the absence of picture 
imagee, crucifixes, &c., all gave her the ii 
sion that there could be veryhttle religion whei 
there was such a destitution of its appliance 
She paid but little attention to tiie services, fa 
mind being chiefly engaged in thinking c 
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I eoDtrast between a ProteBtant and a Cathglio 

I chureli. She however went again in the after- 

I soon, and, accompanied by her mother, to the 

I conference-meeting in the evening. Some two 

r three days after this, having found the Catho- 

l lie church, she went and told her mother, at the 

I same time strongly urging her to go with her, 

Jon the following Sahbath, to their own church ; 

I for she began to fear that her mother was de- 

I gerting her religion, and was in danger of becom- 

a heretic ; but her mother refused, and, on 

the contrary, pressed Hannah, more strongly 

than ever, to attend the Baptist church. 

When the Sahbath came, after considerable 
mental conflict concerning the course she ought 
to pursue, she went again to the Baptist church, 
and now she heeame deeply interested in the ser- 
vices. At noon, Hannah and her mother visited 
the Sabbath-school connected with this chui-ch. 
After they' had sat a short time in one of cbe 
back seats, a female teacher went to Hannah and 
inquired whether she was a visitor only, or one 
who desired to join the Sahbath-school. She 
answered that she was a Catholic, but that she 
and her mother had, of late, attended the Bap- 
ist meeting. 
The teacher then iuviteil her to join her c 



fe> 'which, being encouraged hy her mother, 8l^^| 
neented, and tonV her place with the olb^^^| 

scholars. ^^^H 

In the afternoon she attended ehurch B'gat^^^l 

There -waa one point, in the afternoon scrmoQ^^I 



' great importance to Hannah, yet it was not 
intentionally brought forward for her sake, for 
the preacher was not as yet awaro of the charac- 
ter of this hearer. w^h 
She continued to attend the 8abbath-3choo||^H 
but, finding the lessons too difficult, was, after 
two Sabbaths, transferred to another class. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews was the subject of study 
in her former class, and in the one she now e 

k4ned the Grospel according to John was until 

K'CtKinination. 

I ■ The lesson, on the second day of her attend 
ance in this class, was a part of the third chapter 
of the Orospel, consisting of Christ's conversation 
with Nicodemns. 

The subject of the lesson, together with the 
manner in which the teacher presented it, made 
a deep impression on the mind of Hannah. "Is 
wh&t I have now heard truel" she menta 
inquired. " If it is, I am in imminent danger ■ 
losing my soul." She had read the lesson c 
fully; and now, having listened to the explai 
2* 
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trons and toncliing ^pea]a of the 
became deeply affected. S'^e eou! 
perceiving tbat she needed a change of heart: 
hot then, of what avail waa all her former devo- 
tioQ 7 She had been baptized according to the 
fonuola of the Romiah church, she had been 
confirmed, she had been shrived, she had re- 
ceived the sacrament of the supper, — and 
not these efficacious 1 

At t!ie close of the lesson, the teacher w( 
the pastor of the church, who is generally 
ent at the Sabbath-school, and laformed him that 
she had in her class an interesting, intelligent 
Irish girl, a Roman Catholic, who, from her 
k queries and evident interest in the lesson, she 
I inferred was beginning to be anxious about the 
' salvation of her soul. She desired the pastor to 
visit her class on the ensuing Sabbath, that she 
might introduce the girl to him, and ihua secure 
I to hor the benefit of his instruction ; with which 
K request he promised, if possible, to comply. This 
I fiocurred on the second Sabbath in July, 1852. 
On the tbllowing Sabbath, another engage- 
ment prevented the pastor from attending the 
Sabhath -school ; and, from some cause, he 
p^oould not visit the class in wliich Hannah had 
placed previous to his summer vacatioo. 
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whioh occaaioneJ his absencic dm'iiig the moittll 
of August. 

It was not until about the middle ot Sept^ui 
ber tliat he had a personal interview with hflli'i 
She was then aocomp.inied hj her teacher to tttt 
paster's study, and introduced bj her a3 the 
Catholic girl of whom she had spoken on Uie 
second Sabbath in July. On this occasion he 
a long and nioit interesting conversation 
her, in which ^e learned the workings of 
mind, her struggles with her former preji^ 
!B, iter oonviotion of her sinfulness, tind tli^j 
by which she had so far penetrated intlii 
errors of popery as to be convinced that us 
le of attention to the mere ceremonies df 
igion can possibly change the heart ; that &K 
■Spirit of God alone can effect this ; that Chriit . 
alone can forgive sins, and that there is no othVi 
mediator between God and man but ihi 
Christ Jeaus. lie leamod, also, how, at \ta/t, 
she found peace In believing. At the si 
time, he explainwl to her the way of life and sc^J 
more fully than she had previously undeottj 
it, by directing her attention to passt 
im the saored Scriptures in confirmation of tAi 
viewSj and by earnestly requesting her to search 
those Scriptures for herself, assuring her that 
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kit: the fiaiitu rcstnet, <v uUndj 
■idiiKU, Urn nm£ag of Ac BOle bom 4* 

Utf , wlttk tk bMer beliew and ttwA dnt it ■ 
tbe andvoiaible r^^ of evnysHi tn md wi 
jadge fcr hmdf n Bnattas of wur i tncM ad 
nAiffoa ; fi>r, as eaA man most umrar £;«■ hin- 
sdf before tibe bar of God. so baa each mut m 
right to ooisolt tbe will of his Maker, and to 
aaoertnin (or hims^ what God rcqaires of him. 
To his own Maater be standeth or falleih; yea, 
Qod is able to i>.iietttn him. without thf> inMfer- 
e of any created being ; nor has any being, 
a iban the Almighty, the right to interfere. 
i l'roU-«tant sentiment of rcli{pona liberty, 
1 ttic true seiitiraent, becanse deduced from 
! decliumtiiHW of Holy Writ, is, that, with re- 
Bot to a man's religious viewB and praetJcea, 
9 hiininn beiiig, even though he be minister, 
l^uiit or pope, ha« anything to say by way of. 
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dictation. Nor lias any government or eartbljr 
power any right to prescribe modes of fiiitli, but 
simply to protect every individual in the exer- 
cise of his religion, under whatever form he may 
feel conscientiously bound to practise the same, 
provided he does not trespass on the liberty oC ■ 
others. | 

K any sect contends that its claims are pap- 
ftmouut, and that others mu.%t submit to its 
authority, it would then become the duty oT the 
government, and especially our government, to 
interfere, and to say to such a community, 
" Tou may freely enjoy the exercise of your ro- 
ligion, so fer as it relates to yourselves and yom 
duty to God ; but when, for any purpose whata 
ever, you begin to infringe on the rights o 
denominations, or deny, even to your own menv 
bers, if tbey choose to exercise it, the righlf^ 
■which God has given, — the right of consulting^ J 
their own consciences in religious affiiirs,— 
though you may urge the injunctions of your 
religion as your sanction, still, for the protection 

i the rights of others, you must be prohibite' 
a exercising such powers." 

■ Xn all other cases, the civil power has n 
; to do with religious opinions or praetioe 

tut in the case of tlic Catholics, however, it i| 
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impce&ible fi>r goTcnuneot nut to iDt«rfer«, 
would de^d the rights of others ; because 
M & religious hodjr, &re booad. b^ the dt 
of cooDcila, and the bulls of popes, to demand 
that for themselves which does infrioge on the 
rights of others. Their creed requires them to 
deny to their members the right of prii-ate judg- 
ment; to oppose, hy force if necessary, their 
departure from the church : and, whenever they 
have sufficient power, to compel others to becoms 
Catholics also. The RomJsh church, being 
I founded apon political principles, governed by 
I irorldly motives, and directly opposed to the 
kingdom of Christ, aims at nothing less than 
universal political dominion. And this it does 
under the name and pretended sanction of 
religion; urging as the plea why its unreasona- 
ble retpiirements should be complied with, and 
' its intolerant practices pass unijucstioned, that 
I ^cse constitute a necessary part of its religious 
I practice. So that liberty of conscience and the 
I Boman Catholic religion cannot exist together ; 
' fcr, where absolute power is vested in the 
-where there is a confessional, where 
I' there are penances, where the priests are bound, 
" |r the most solemn oaths, to promote the inter- 
ests of Bomo, — such a church, if it gain the 
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aecendency, muBt inevital-ly destroy all civil 
liberty. 

It is the religioBS duty of Catholic priests to 
deprive the people of their freedom,— of their 
right to think for themselves, to judge for them- 
selves, and to afit for themselves. They bind 
the people to confess to them their tlioughts, 
opinioDB and actions ; and, if there be anything 
in these of which they do not approve, they as- 
sume the right to control, to con-ect, and to 
punish. And, in proportion as their church 
increases in influence, it becomes increasingly 
their duty, by every practicable method, to com- 
pel others to conform thereto. On tins account, 
it may become the duty of this government to 
lay reatrainta upon the Catholic church, in oi-der 
that the great charter of civil and religious lib- 
erty may he preserved inviolate. If the Catho- 
lics permit their members to use the liberty 
which our kws allow them as citinens, and do 
not attempt to intermeddle with the rights and 
liberties of others, nobody will molest them. 
But such is the spirit of popery that to attain 
its ends without compulsory measures appears 
almost impossible. And you need not be sur- 
prised if you yet encounter opposition iii' with- 
drawing from that church. "But," continued 
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the pastor, " all I desire of joa ia 
from the word of God what he would have yon 
do ; and, being satisfied of that, then in the 
Strength of Ilia grace perform your duty, who- 
ever or whatever may oppose ; for, rtmember, 
if a man's ways please the Lord, he can mako 
even his enemies to be at peace with him ; 
if the Ijord be on our side, we need not fear 

I That man can do nnftt us." 

I ■ About a month after this, she again visited 

I tiie pistor at his study, and staled that for Bome 
days her mind had been much perplexed with 
the quoation whether she bad done right Id 
leaving the Catholic church ; so much, in- 

I "deed, that she had thought, at times, that it 

l^ight be well for her to go to confession. 
" And why did you not go 1 " inquired he. 

iBhe replied, " Because I was not sure that it 
luld be of any service to me. I could not 
jarn, from anything I saw in the Bible, that it 
Itras required of me to confess to a priest ; and 
;, I have been so accnstomcd to regard thero as 
laving my destiny in their power, that I suppose 
it is difEcult to get rid of the feeling." " Well, 
Hannah," added the pastor, "if you find any- 

> 4Jiing in the word of God to convince you that 
L are doing wrong in leaving the church of 
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RoiDe, or in neglecting to go to confession, or ii 
continuing to attend the Baptiet church, then, 
by all means, change your course. You will 
never find us asserting that you mu^ittend this 
church, and not that ; that you must pursue 
such a course of conduct, and no other. 

" We advise you to follow the directions of th?,! 
Sible, and then you arc sure to be right. And 
now, if you can learn from that source that you 
ought to return to the Catholic church, you 
are at full liberty to do go ; no one will oppose 
yon, — that is your own concern. 

" But, if you find, from reading the Iloly Scrip- 
tures, thiit you can go immediately, with all your 
sins and sorrows, to the Saviour, and obtain hia 
forgiveness ; tliat the observance of very many 
of the Catholic laws and usages is not enjoined 
in the Bible, and, therefore, to neglect them is 
no sin, — because sin is a triiusgression of the 
law, not the laws of the church, but the law of 
God as contained in the Bible, — if you find the 
Bible enjoining no such observances as those 
vhich you have of late neglected, and wliich 
neglect, as you have admitted, has for a few, 
days cauaed you some doubt ; consider 

■ yourself, whether you have aJiy rea^l 
d of anxiety or distress for not doing that 
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for which jou cannot find anj command in the 
word of God, so long as you believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and do wbat he has commanded." 

Tlie paU>r then called her attention to the 
protraeted conversation nhieh he held with her 
in September, and requested her to again review 
the plan of salvatJon ; to assure herself of what 
was re<|uired of her in the Scriptures ; and, if 
she there found that it was her duty to return to 
the Catholic church, by all means to do so : but, 
if therein she discovered a more excellent way of 
being saved, it would be wise on her part b> 
accept the latter. 

After a careful review of her past life ; of the 
state of her mind wlien in her worship she was a 
mere automaton in the hands of the priest ; when 
she considered the way in which the Lord had 
led her to see her sinfulness, and the fulness 
there is in Christ ; when she comptired the free- 
dom she now enjoyed in possession of that lib- 
erty wherewith Jesua makes his people free, with 
the spiritual bondage of Romanism, she became 
fully convinced that the religion which she now 
possessed was not of man, but of God ; and, 
under this conviction, her mind was perfectly 
freed from oil further doubt as to the propriety 
of ruitounchig the system in which she Lad bccQ 



^ 



SECOSD Vlf-IT TO TllK PASTOR. 



^^^HcKted, haviug diauovered tlist religion 

^^^^Hticikl und not scriptural, of man and not 

^^^B^rom tbis lime she began to tliltik of ahji 
^^Hbnutnisin, and of publicly connecting hei 
with the Baptist church. 

In a, subsequent visit to the pastoi 
pany with one of the female teuuliera of the St 
bath-school, the iuquirj was made of him 
Kannali hu^l not better make a profeasion of '. 
present faith, according to the ueagoa of 
Baptist church. To this he replied by <lirectl]p 
addressing her, and asking if she desired to do 
Her answer was, " I wish to do whateTer the word 
of God enjoins." He then instructed her, at some 
length, on the nature and importan( 
|nx)fession of her faith ; on the design of the 
in instituting the ordinaacea of 
ipel ; on the simplicity and significaney 
le ordinances ; on the Htate of hcivrt required 
to their observance j on the difference 
our views of these outward forma and 
"file views held by the Catholics ; and on the 
importance of possessing personal evidcDce of 
regeneration and sicceptitnce with Christ, and of 
■*«> living as to give that evidence to others, pre- 
lua to making a public protession of religion. 
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^1 sa 

^^H He assured licr tliat the act novr coiiti?ii]p1ate«l 
^^H wnfi not intended merely to show tbat she hod 
^^B Tenouaced one form of religion and hud embraced 
^^H (tnotlier. It was something higher and fur more 
^^f important than that. It vras a public declaror- 
'I' tion that she had chosen Christ for her Saviour, 

and that in future she would serve him. It was 
to proclaim her faith in hia death and resurrec- 
tion, and in his power to save her from all sin. 

"And now, Hannah," aaid the pastor, "if 
you understand this, and sincerely believe that 
you are a Christian, there can be no objection to 
your being baptized. Bemcmhcr, however, that 

I baptism can do you no good, unless you are 
traly bom of the -Holy Spirit, and have become 
ft child of God, And it ia for this reason that 
wo examine candidates so carefully. We must 
have evidence that they have passed from death 
unto life ; and then we admit them to baptism, 
that they may proclaim their faith before the 
world ; and that we, by administering the ordi- 
nance, may declare publit-ly that we believe 
they have been already jtccepted by the Lord." 

It was now understood that arrangements 
would be made that she might enjoy the ordi- 
ce of bapttsni, if, after a careful examination 
\ of what had been said, and on comparing the 
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same with the teachings of the sacred ScriptureS) 
Bbe desired to be ba.ptlzed. 
tOn Friday eveiiiug, Dec. 31st, 1852, she 
B before the church and related her Chria- 
i experience ; in the course of which alie 
^sded to her former reyerence for the Romish 
Aoioli, and described the means by which she 
Jiad been enabled to detect its fiillacies. She 
said that the Spirit of the Lord had applied tbe 
trntbs of the gospel to her heart, deeply affect- 
ing her with & disclosure of her own sinfulness, 
leading her to Christ as the only Saviour of 
sinners ; that when she trusted in Him, the 
intorccssion of the Virgin Mary and prayers to 
the saints became utterly useless in her estima- 
tjon ; that she was convinced the religion of the 
Bible was the only true religion ; that the Cath- 
olic worship was not in accordance with 
oracles of God ; and that she was now prepared^! 
as her own voluntary act, being constrained by 
the force of truth alone, to renounce Romanism 
and the communion of the Roman church, and 
to unite with the church whose doctrines ancl 
practice ap])eared to be more in harmony iril 
the holy Scriptures. 

Aftur hearing this clear and explicit 
ment, the uiembms of the chui-oh voted 
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mously to receive her to the fellowship of the 
church, after her baptism. 

It having been reported that a young Irish 
girl was about to abjure the Catholic religion, 
and unite with the Baptist church, quite a 
number of Catholics, and with them the mother 
of Hannah, were present, listening with atten- 
tion and respect to the above recital. 

On the Sabbath following, she was baptized 
by the Rev. T» F. Caldicott, and received into 
the First Baptist Church, Charlestown. 



CHAPTER II. 




Bo certain was Hannah that the joy she noira 
bit was the result uf divine illumination, the T 
rait of knowing and obeying the truth aa it is 
in Jesus, tlint she was persuaded, could she but 
narrate what she had experienced to memljera of 
the Catholic church, thoy would thereby be made 

of their errors. 
* Under this conviction, she embraced every op- J 
rtunity of speaking to such persons as woald'l 
e with her on the subject, But she a 
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^^kerceived tlmt, instead of liBtenibg to her ^^H 
^^Ftiently, or meeting her gtatements with "^^^H 






foanddi arguments, they sought to ropulae hist 
new-born aeal, by telling her imperatively to 
mind her own business ; accusing her of inain- 
,Cerity, of acting from mercenary motives, of ■ 
Iteing a miserable poltroon, a turncoat, a traitor 
wad a heretic ; of appearing very uourageoua 
when conversing with those of her own station in 
BOCiety, but that she would not dare to see the 
priest, and relate to him her proceedings. 

To this abusive language her reply was, that 

renouncing the Cathohc rehgion she had no 

Othe» object in view than the salvation of her 

aoul and the glory of God ; and as to conversing 

with the priests, she did not know why she 

should be afraid of that, for she still csttjemed 

the most excellent of men, notwithstanding 

leir errors ; and consequently could perceive no 

DJection to an interview with them, provided 

would receive her statements with candor ; 

ir, though she might not be able to convince 

lem that they were wrong; yet they would 

.rely give her crbdit for sincerity. 

Even after all her pastor had said about the 

sligion of a papist leading him to persecute, so 

-Itcd was her opinion of the Roman priest- 
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hood, that she could not in her heart beliew 
that any priest would refuse to hear her tell how 
God, and not man, had conducted her in her 
present courae ; or, on hoariDg her statements, 
would not be convinced that she had left the 
Catholic church under the iufluenoe of no mer- 
cenary or unworthy motives. Hence she was 

I, willing to enter into conversation with a prit 

mm with any other individual. 

^ A day or two after one of these intervii 
with some of her Catholic acquaintances, she mrt' 
with her pastor, and informed him that, in her 
efibrts to benefit them, aho had been much tried 
by their repelling her ao abruptly, especially by 
their atti'ibuting her conduct to unworthy mo- 
tivea. She, therefore, desired to know what she 
should do in the future. He answered her by 
inquiring if she had ever read how the Jews 
treated our Saviour ; how, when he came to his 
Own people, they received him not ; and, though 
none could doubt that Christ was right, being 
actuated by the purest motives, and giving 
abundant evidence that he was sent of Goc^ 
yet his own nation charged him with being 
deceiver, and with having the spirit of the de' 
And had she not read the deolaratjon of Ci 
to his disciples, that if they so persecuted '. 
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^^L die Lord and Master, they would snrelj 
^B pemut the disciples to go frtM:! On the 
^H trary, the real dieciple of Jesus, in ndvoeating 

^^K die cause of his Master, must expect persecutiDiL 
^^P Christ himself has ta^ught him this lessoa, and 
admonished him not ta shrink fi'om it, by declar- 
ing that if any man so fears persecution, that, 
for the sake of saving his life, he becomes false 
to the religion of Christ, instead of saving him- 
self he shall lose his soul ; but, whoever is 
willing to lose his life for the sake of Christ and 
his g<Bpel, by so doing shall secure his bouI'b 
salvation. "Fear not," siiya the Saviour, 
^^ " those who kill the body, and then have no 
^K more that they can do; but fear Him who 13 
^H able to destroy both soul and body in hell." To 
^H he persecuted for righteousness' sake is one of 
^^K flie evidences of real discipleship ; for, if a man 
^^1 will live godly in Christ Jesus, he ehal! sa^r 
^^^ .persecution. " It may seem hard, Hannah, to 
^^Bijie charge<l with base motives when you are coa- 
^^Hscious of the truest sincerity; hut, remember 
^^^ this is a very small matter when compareil with 
what some have suffered, or with what you may 
yet suffer, if you persist in endeavoring to bring 
I over the Catholics to your present faith." 
"Well, sir, but what shall I do?" £ 
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I .«^ire(l ; ' ' shall I pass them , and say nothing It 
Feeling, as I do, that, trusting in thw 
I'^^rmsof religion for saJvatiou, while strangers 
» s change of heart, they must he lost, and 
I knowing that I can tell them where they may 
■'lafffn tlie n'ay of life, how can I refrain f 
"^oing BO?" 

" Do as the Bible and your own conscienee ' 
direct, Hanniih, — only count tlie coat. But let 
Die carefully guivrd you against some mistakes, 
iptD whicli you may be drawn inoantioualy, even 
mgh at first impelled by the purest motives, 
I the real principles of Christianity, From 
e fact that Christians are to expect oppoaitioa 
la the &ithful discharge of their duty, there ii 
possibility timt some may be induced to colli 
opposition ; to run unwisely into the very face of' 
it, where they can expect nothing else ; and tliat 
they may do this, not fi*om a hope of doing good. 
but simply for the sake of awakening persecu- 
tion, that they may show how bold they are, o^j^H 
by inducing this opposition, increase the evideiriW^H 
of their discipleship. All this is wrong. Our 
object should ever be to do good. This, and 
this alone, should animate us. If thei'e he any 
reasonable prospect of finally accomplishing aay^ 
good, wo are not to shrink &om opposition, hovim 
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ever violently our efforts may excite it. The 
jvil to be guarded agninst ia tliat of courting 
opposition for the notoriety it may give ua, in- 
stead of bearing it pittiontly in our endeavors to 
benefit our fellow-creatures. 

■'Another thing against which I would cau- 
Ktion you la, attempting to do good in a wrong 
lanner. Persons, in their zeal to bring others 
D Christ, frequently err in the mode by which 
Jfliey seek to accomplish it, Especially if their 
sfforts are opposed. In such a case, it is no 
■Uncommon thing for tlic advocate of truth to be- 
earnest and ardent as to be impatient 
(F contradiction, to lose his temper, to use harsh 
language in reply to harSh epithets received, to 
tetort the charges made against him, and, in his 
, to become a ruilcr and an accuser. Not 
mly ia there danger that, in our zeal for the 
ruth, we may bo seduced into a wrong motive, 
I Wt, even though our motive be pure, we are lia- 
ble to do a right action in a wi-ong way, and thus 
afford our enemies an opportunity to speak evil 
.of the good we intended to perform. 

" Those who are so situated, in the pro\idence 
if God, as to be impelled by duty to exert them- 
lelves for the benefit of others, in & way ti 
1 excite opposition, need to guard most t 
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IHy against these dimgers. Anil yet, Hannali, 
you believe that God nill enable jou to con- 
v«:ae with your Catholic frieoda iu such a way 
aa not necessarily to arouBe their anger, by all 
meuns avail yourself of every opportunity of do- 
ing them good | for there is not effort enough of 
this kind put forth for their conversion, the gen- 
eral idea having been tliat they were beyond the 
reach of gospel influencea, and, instead of labor- 
ing tiiithfiilly and in the spirit of kindness for 
their salvation, too many have adopted the same 
.{(inrso towards them that the Catholics have tow- 
others, namely, condemning them to per- 
flHion, giving them opprobrious names, and treats 
iug them as enemies. 

" Now, Hannah, the only way to benefit the 
Catholics is to love them ; to lore them as the 
Saviour loved us when he came to die for us, and 
to manifest our love by treating them kindly, and 
by using every effort to enhghten them and to 
bring them to Christ. 

"At first they will probably suspect we are 
their greatest enemies, for interfering with that 
which they regard of so much importance. But 
i^ from our conciliatory manner, they perceive 
we are influenced only by a spirit of love to them, 
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&is will, in God's own time, disarm them 
tiieir opposition. 

We must never adopt the idea of compelling 
persona to become Protestants, nor even of forc- 
ing infidels to embrace Christianity. This is the 
doctrine of that church fi'om which yon have 
withilraim, but it is not the doctrine of the 
Bible, and we must not imitate the Komiah 
church in this particular. If we make convertSj 
tliey must he made by love, and not by compul- 
aion." With these remarks, the pastor left her 
to pursue aueh a course as the providence of 
,God should indicate to be her duty. 

About this time some of her mother's relatives 
came from Ireland and settled in Boston, and 
after their arrival Hannah perceived a marked 
alteration in the conduct of her mother, who now, 
instead of willingly accompanying her to the 
Baptist church, began to manifest a reluctance 
to go, and, more tlian this, to inquire liow she 
would meet her cousins, having deserted lie 
church. She occasionally intimated that, in her 
opinion, Hannah had done wrong, and that she 
had better recant. 

At such times Hannah maintained her ground 
fearlessly, telling her mother that she kne%.. 
she was right, in so doing; and added, 
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e to Bee the 3ay when you will be traly cobp*' 
rted, and when that comes yon will leave the 
chnrch as readily as I did." To this the mother 
replied, ' ' I shall never leave the Catholic church 
sad the Blessed Virgin, and lam only sorry that 
I'did not prevent you. I will take care that 
^ne of the other children become corrupt." 
■ -Hannah answered, ''You should have taken care 
earlier, mother, for Johnny has turned already, 
I have been writing to him and he to me, and 
e says he thinks and feels about the Catholift] 
torch juat as I do." At this point, the motl 
iffeatened to bring the priest, and to leave hj 
K hia power, so that an effectual stop might 
put to her present course. She replied tl 
tliat would make no difference, for she was 

|«&aid of the priest ; she would as soon see 
^est aa any one else. 
f" These conversations, aa she had opportunii 
latere aftcnvarda related by her to her po 
^0 at such times would inquire if she had 
finite respectful to her mother, as he hoped 
In every interview with her Hannah would ba- 
hibit the affection and submission of a child, 
while maintaining all the firmness of a Christian; 
', twnembering that a change in her religious 
I fews did not change her relation to her mother ; 
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that she was still her child, and bound to rever- 
ence her, and in everjtbing to obey her, except 
in such acts as involved disobedience to God. 
He told Ler tliat it would be commendable in 
her to be more kind and gentle, more obedient 
and affectionate, to her mother, than she bad ever 
been previonslj-, as that would bo more likely 
than anything else to convince her of the reality 
of the change professed to have been experienced 
by Hannah. 

" I will try to do as you say," was her reply; 
"but, sir, it is ao strange to see how she acta 
and to hear how she talks now, when she did ao 
much to get me to go to your church, I can 
BCarcely think she is in earnest." 

"Never mind, Hannah; if she does wrong, be 
sure that you do not, for remember there i 
old adage that ' two wrongs 
right.' " 

In a few days after one of these int«r^ 
with her pastor, she again called to see him, be- 
cause something she had done troubled her. It 
ftppears that on the evening of the previous Sab- 
bath a cousin from Boston came to visit her, and, 
on inquiring if she had been out during the day, 
Hannah remarked that she had been out three 
times, — twice to church and once to the Sab- 
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^^^wth-Bchool. This last expression appeared 
^^^Kilar to her cousin ; if elie hiid said that she had 
^^^K^ to catechism, it would hu.ve been understood, 
^^^KHer mother, w!io vas present, having noticed 
^^BbB auLTprise and suspicion vrhich her reply bad 
Bitakcticd, Siiid thut she meant she had been 
Giitcishismj at the same time making- signs 
Hajiiiah to acquiesce in this explanation. 
uller object in visiting the pastor at this time 
8 to ascertain his opinion of her conduct in 
killing to her mother for the purpose of deceiv; 
^ her cousin. 
, He asked her what she thought of it hei 
e stated that she felt as though she had 
[.jirrong, that she had Knned against God in ao 
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"But," said the pastor, "you obeyed your 
mother." 

"Yes, sir; and you told me that it was my 
duty to do so, except when it interfered with my 
duty to God." 

"Well, Hannah, and how does this interfe 
with your duty to God '? " 

"Why, air, you know tliat lying is forbidden; 
I ^{ffld was it not lying to make iny cousin believe 
r i^iat I went to the Catholic church to say 
4* 



my 
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catechism, when in fact I went to your Sabb^^^H 
school?" ^^1 
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I am glad that you perceive this diatinctdoii 
Thia incident will serve you aa an illustration 
how your duty to God will scmetitocs interfere 
with your duty to your parent. And, Hannali, 
learn from thia circumetance ncTCr to conceal the 
truth, never to deceive, never to disobey God, 
although, in order to obey him, you may be 
compelled to disobey your mother. But in 
every other case forget not your duty to her, I 
earnestly desire that from this occurrence yon 
may learn one of the first principles of Christian- 
ity ; that it requires truth under all circum- 
stances, even when we are with enemies, or with 
those who differ from us in religious sentimenta ; 
«nd, in this particulaj-, Christianity is in direct 
opposition to the Catholic religion, for the latter 
binds its members to hold no faith with heretics, 
— that is, it makes it their duty to lie to those 
not connected with their church." 

Once or twice after this, she went to her pas- 
tor to acquaint him with some new instance of 
opposition or threats, uttered in mysterious lan- 
guage, of some strange event that was to happen 
to her. To these he attached but little import- 
supposing that nothing more was intended 
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than that her mother should, if possible, 
date her sufficiently to effect her return to 
Romish church, for the purpose of gratif^inj^ her 
relations. But. from a conversation with Han- 
nah on the 10th of February, her aflbira began, 
ia his estimation, to assume a more serious as- 
pect. The events of the preceding evening 
formed the principal subject of apprehension at 
time, She commenced by stating that her 
ither had recently threatened a great many 
les what she would do to ber if she did not 
recant ; that she would take her to the priest, 
and that he would exercise the power with wluch 
had endowed him to oblige her to return, 
that he would nearly annihilate her. 
She stated that these threats had been used 
her mother in such a way as to awaken in her, 
at times, some of her fonner dread of the priest- 
ly power ; that her mother, who had removed to 
Boston, had several times sent for her to visit 
her, but, on account of the singular course of her 
mother's conduct, she bad excused herself until 
tiie previous afternoon, when her mother ear- 
•A«st1y solicited her to go out with her, stating 
jfifaat she hod come &om Boston for that very 
[ise ; that all she wanted of her was to gp 
nrith her shopping, and, if she did not com|4 ~ 
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wiUi her wish in this iosteDce, ehe irouliJ never 
speak to her again aa long as she lived; she said 
also that ehe would keep her out but a short 
time. Mrs. Carpenter tuld her she had better 

ith her mother, and by this she was induced 
,to aceotnpany her. But, having wiilkcd through 
iveral atreeta without entering any shop, alie 
uired why her mother did not attend to the 
buainesa for which she eame out, Tho latter 
rephed that there waa time enough, and a^ked 
if ahe would not like to see the Catholic church. 
To this she answered No, ahe had no doairo to 
Bee it. Still the mother continued to advance, 
by a circuitous route, to a street in tlie rear of 
the church, and, passing thi'ough tJie garden of 
the se.ttou, from which there is a way to the 
priest's residence, immediately in rear of and 
adjoining the church, she rang the bell, oa 
which the door was opened, and both were invited 
into the room. There was no one present with 
them in the room but the priest, except in one 
.jnstance, when the priest's assistant passed 
through. Mr. L., the priest, invited her to take 
a seat, which she did, occupying one directly 
opposite to where he was sitting. He then 
in<juirod, 

Do you know me 7 " 
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She replied, " I do not." 
PDid you ever see me beforel" 
" e said, "No." 
NWIiat, do you not know your pastor 1 " 



Eg: 



But do you not go to aee your pasWr 7 ' 

Yea, I do." 

Who is your paator? " 

Mr. Caldicott." 

.t this reply, he utt«red an exckmatioi 
ih, signifying in English " My soul to God !.T 
She was then told by her mother that si 
conversing with the Catholic priest. On hea 

this, slie inquired, * 

Are yon the priest? " 
"Yes." 

He then commenced talking with her o 
subject of religion, telling her that she v 
the wrong way, in the way to destruction. Sh( 
said she did not think so, that she regarded her- 
self as perfectly safe. "You know in your 
heart, my child, that you are not right; you 
know that the religion which you have now 
chosen is the invention of men, while the church 
yon have abandoned was founded by Christ and 
his apostles. And Jesua Christ says, ' He thai 
will not hear the church, let him be unto tl 




sua. 



a bexlbet) man asil > pxiMican.' Chrst bag also 
claimed the [>n«^ is gt^t anger, " that 
ic guUs of bel! shall not prcTafl agsjist the 
eh.' " She lold him abe bdiered the cfaonth 
which ghe waa now conDected to be older 
the Catholic church: that it liad come down 
from the apostles, and she thought thb would be 
evident to any impartial rtader of the New Tes- 
tament. 

Her mother interrupted her and said. "The 
Bible is the devil's book.'' She then asked the 
St if the Bible was wicked- He told her it 
not if sbe had the right one. but the Protegt- 
Bibte wM not good, because it was gotten up 
Lulher. She remarked that she did not know 
ich about Luther, only that he came out from 
Papal church, yet still retained some of its 
ictices. Other couversation followed, in which 
priist contended that the Baptist religion waa 
! a few hundred years old. 

" Will you tell me the meaning of " 

"Huah!" said he, "ask me no more ques- 
You don't know any more than that can- 
tick ; you talk like aparrot." 
ls he said this he stamped on the floor. She 
about to osk him the meaning of a passage 
scripture. Her mother again interposed, by 
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telMug her that she must giii'e herself up to th* I 
priest. At this she shook her head, f 
" No," The priest said she was too tar gone; 
he was sorry for it ; he thought it would be of 
110 use to talli any more. She told him thatehft^fl 
^vished him to talk as much as he pleased, that * 
she would be glad to converse with him. Ha j 
then urgeil her to return to the church and be 
governed by her commands, warning her of her 
danger if ,she did not. She assured him that she 
did not wish to be governed by the church. fbr_ 
in that ease she could not have the Bible to rea 
nor exercise the right of her own judgment 
He told her she might have the Catholic Biblej-* 
and read it as much as she desired. He in- 
quired why she was baptized; if she did not 
know that she had received a better baptism i 
the Catholic church than she could possibly r 
ceive elsewhere. 

She suid she waa baptized beca,use si 
>erienced the religion of Jesus Christ. 
'"Experienced nonsense!" he replied; 
' yon call that the rehgion of Christ 7 " 

She said she did call that the religion of 
Christ, and she believed that nothing could in- 
duce her to part with it, not even if she had t 
Bu£fer for it. 



h, fbr^^ 
iread|^H 
;menl^^H 
Biblej^^* 

e in- 

1 not 

im ia^^H 

yr^^l 

I ha^H 
"do's 
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" Tlien Toa think ym conld Eofierp do joa ? " 
ssid be. " Well, Z reckon b; tbe time yoa 
were roasta) on one side, yoa woold be ready to 
give it up. To make ererythiog ^aia u> yon, 
I will tell yoa what yoa art. Yoa are & jery 
bad girl, and are p<»aessed of devils ! " He 
tben iDqaired how mach wages ^e olitaioed in 
her present situatioD^ and, on being informed that 
Bhe received for the present fifty cents a week, 
be excldmed, " My God ! only fifty cents ! 
Don't go back there again ! I will find you a 
place at two dollars a week. Don't go near tb^n 
again, — not even for your clothes. Stay here, 
and I will see that you are provided with every- 
thing yoa need." 

She trjld him that she must go back to Mn. 
Carpenter ; that it was not the amount of wages 
that she cared for ; that she bad found that in 
her present situation which was above all price; 
that her work was light, and that she enjoyed 
religiouB privileges which she esteemed more 
than any money he could give her. 

He then desired her, oo returning to her 
place, to give Mi-s. Carpenter a week's warning 
that bIio would leave her. 

She said she certainly would not do bo. 
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mother, liowever. declared that, if Hannah didd 
not, she would do it for her. 

They now left; but not before the priest cau^'l 
her iDolher had extorted a promise from her tel 
visit tho priest again on the Monday evening fi 

As they were going from the priest'J 
r mother asked her if she would allow her f 
} and give Mrs. Carpcotor warning, 
she could leave in a week ; but she refused. 

They then separated ; the mother returniM 

to Boston, wliile Hannah, instead of going i 

mediately home, went to acquaint Mrs. Wila 

her Sab')u,th-school teacher, with the 

^^ Tfhioh had just transpired. 

^^^v She informed her pastor that her mother had 

^^^■een over again that morning to see her ; that 

^^Hpbe vas much agitated, and begged Mrs. Car^ 

^^Btenter to let her go, pretending that she wanta^,a 

^^Hker daughter to have more wages ; at the sanji^l 

^^ ^me moaning and sighing. Mrs. C, suspectin 

that the lowness of the wages was not the t 

reason why she wished her daughter to 1 

asked Ellen if tho wages was the cause of h 

trouble. To which she replied that she did m 

care anytliing about the wages ; that she mnf 

:h to be a Catholic, for, if 



li&ot, her 



3 well as Hannah's soul, would J 
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be ket ! That the priest would not allow her 
confesaion, or give her commnnion, or anoint her 
at her laat da j, unless ehe succeeded! ''Ajid 
now," said she, " I have to fest seven days ; and 
before the end of that time I shall die ! ' Then 
turning to Hannah, she implored her to leave 
and go with her, and save her from the misery 
she then endured, and from the dreadful end 
that awaited her ! To wliich Hannah replied 
that she pitied her ; but to make the change re- 
quired waa impossible, for God bad*cliangod her 
heart, and she could not undo what Ue had 
done.* 

Having made those statements to the pastor, 
she was very deairaus to know what, in bis opin- 
ion, she ought to do ; how far she should comply 
with her mother's wishes, aud how she should 
conduct herself in her next intercourse with the 
priest; whether she should persist in asking him 
questions, or simply listen to his observations in 
silence. 

The pastor remarked that he thought she had 
better not go at all; that a promise extorted 

•Thifl atatement has been oorrohorated bj (lie teatiniony 
I of Mrs. CurpenUr, to whcm it hbb uxhiliitcil (or dut 
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a her under such circamstances could not, 

S opinion, be obligatory. 

" But," said she, " as I have made the prom- 

1, had I not better keep it 1 Can I conscien- 

i £()usly disregard it? Besides, had I not better 

go, and show that I am not afraid to talk wiA 

the priest; and may it not be tho means of prOT*' 

, iag to him that the change is of Godl " 

^ " If jou feel at all conscientious about it, 

■j^snnah, be sure and act in accordance with the 

' Sictates of your conscience ; never stifle its voic*- 

nor oppose its decisions; and, when you 

the priest, do not Cii! to treat him respectful! 

Probably the less you have to say to him 

better, unless you perceive that your silence ia 

construed into an inability to gi^e a reason for 

the hope that ia in you." 

"And shall I tell him, sir, that I have 
you, and have intbrmed yoa of my interview 
with him last evening 1 For, when I was aboul' 
leaving, he said, 'Now, take care that you cte 
not go and tell Caldicott that you have a 
me.' But I told hira that I ahould certai 
tell you." 
■ " Yes ; tell him that you have seen me, 
I tell him what I have said to you." 

Having reviewed all those circumstances, ! 
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^^m pastor concluded (hat it was time to adopt aoae 

^^B measures for her prot^tioo. Acconlin^ly, the 

^^V next moming he called upoa her at Mr. Carpea- 

^^P ter's, aud iuquireil uf her if she understood the 

^H nature of the relationship existing between a 
goardiaii and his ward. On being answered in 
the negative, he gave her an expLmation of their 

^^^ relative position ; at the same time telhug her 

^^K that she had the right of choosing a guardian, 

^^H and putting herself under his protection; and, 

^^H if she exercised this right, her guardian would 

^^^B Bee that she was not unduly intei-fered with, 

^^H or, even, if she desired it, would accompany her 

^^H vhen visiting the pri^t. She said that she 

^^H should be very glad to have a guardian. The 

^^H names of several individuals weie presented, 

^^^1 ivith the imjuiry whether any of them would be 

^^H chosen by her. S)ie designated Mr. Carter, and 

^^^B^ was iufonned that her pastor would act^uaiiCt Mr. 

^^v G. with her choice, and ascertain the prabability 

^^K of his accepting the trust. His consent having 

^^K been obttuned, she was told that the pastor was 

^^H going the next day to the office of the Probate 

^^H Court, in East Cambridge, to obtain the neces- 

^^H sary papers for appointing him the guardian of 

^^^B two minorB ; and, if she "tvould go to that place 

^^^B UL company with him and Mr. Carter, the pre* 
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liminary steps couki be taken for conatituting 
Mr. Carter her guardian. 

On Saturday morning, Hannah, with Mr. C. 
and the pastor, and the minora who had chosea 
him for their guardian, went together to East 
Cambridge, and appeared before J. F. Jones, 
Esq., justice of the peace for the County of Mid- 
dk'Sex. She then declared that the sclootion of' 
Mr. garter as her guardian was her own freft 
and voluntary afit. On their return, tlie pastor 
remarked, with considerable satisfaction, that it 
wa3 his opinion the priests would have to be 
very expoit, if thoy evaded the security which 
this act would give her when it was consum- 
mated j and, knowing that it would be confirmed 
on the following Tuesday, at the sitting of the 
Probate Court in Chavlestown, he had no idea 
that any untoward event would transpire in tha 
mean time. Little did he imagine that ofibrbi 
would bo made, before the close of the day, tO' 
render abortive all that had been done for hw 
pTOtection. 

In the afternoon of that day (February 12), 
her brother John came from Lynn, and desired 
ler to go with him to Boston, and show him 
ere their mother lived, a& he had not called 
I her sinoe she removed from Charleston 
5* 
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^^H She was very imnilling to g<), being appT 
^^H sire of some evil desiga, and therefore t 
^^B fused, till Mrs. Carf>eiiler adviseU bcr to goy 
^^H telling her tliat it would gratify ber niotber, and 
^^H that sbc Deed not fear, as she would not be 
^^H scolded in tbe presence of John. 
^^1 In company with her brother, ^e lefc'Cbarles- 
^^H tonn beti^eea two and three in the afternoon, 
^^M with the understanding that sbc was to Kturn 
^^H as speedily as possible. Hour after hour, bow- 
^^H ever, passed away, and night closed in, but 
^^B there was no appearance of her return. 
^^B Mr. and Mi-s. Carpenter passed a most uneasy 
^^t night, in their restless apprehension of danger 
on her account. And tbe next day, at noon, 
Mr. Carpenter, in company with Mr. Carter, 
went to No. 6 Grove-place, Boston, where Mrs, 
Corcoran resided, in search of ber. 

Having inquired if she had remained there all 
night, they were told that she stayed till it was 
; somewhat late, and that then tbe mother and 
John accompanied her as far as tbe Fitchburg 
D^pi^t, and, bidding ber g6od-nigbt, parted from 
her there, seeing that she was safely on tbe way 
to Cbarlestown. 

Mr, Carter observed that if what Mrs. Cor- 
coran bad stated was true, Haimah must either 



ABDUCTION. 55 

have been drowned or forcibly taken awaj. 
But, perceiving that this suggestion did not 
awaken much anxiety on the part of the mother, 
he was greatly perplexed ; and her inopportune 
indifference eventually produced the conviction 
that some unfair means had been employed with 
respect to Hannah, with the knowledge and by 
the consent of her mother. 




On Sunday evening, the 13th of 

Mr. Carter, in company with Mr. Bry 

UQOn the Rev. P. F. Lyndon, who wa; 

Catholic priest in Cha.rleatown, with i 

I nation to iDvestigate the cause of her 



February, 
•ant, called 
i then the 
i determi- 
disappear- 
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ance; and on inquiring of him if he knew any- 
thing about it, he told them he did not, — that 
Le had never seen her but once, a few moments- 
only, on the previous W'ednesdiiy evening ; and 
as to where she was then he had no knowledge. 
It will be seen, however, in the sequel, lUat 
he immediately sent bis assistant to the place 
where she was confined in Boston, by whom she 
was informed of this visit of Messrs. Carter and 
Bryant. Mr. C. nan-ateil to the priest the lar- 
cumstancca under which Hannah was taken to 
Boston, and the declaration of her mother, that 
ste hud left her on Saturday evening at the 
Fitchburg D^pot, on her way to Charleatown, 
when the mother returned home. He stated to 
the priest that Hannah's mother had lately man- 
ifested a determination to efiect her return to the 
Catholic church by coi?rcion ; and that from her 
Btratagem to bring about the visit of last Wednes- 
day evening, in connection with her strange de- 
portment with reference to the disappearance of j 
her daughter, he was led to suspect that shfff 
knew where Hannah then was ; and, being aa- 
gared that Catholics act chiefly by the direction 
of their priests, he was induced to call on Mr. 
jit. to ascertain what he know concerning this 
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Mr. C. intimated that, if tho girl was not forth- 
ooiuing very soon, there would certain! jr be trou- 
ble about it,— he did not deBiro it, and should 

make no trouble peraonally, "So for from 
that," said he, " when the convent was burnt, I 
waa one of those who voluntarily shouldered the 
musket in its defence ; and, should there be any 
outbreak, I would do so again ; but I can assure 
you, if that girl is not found, there will be a great- 
er escileraont than on the occasion to which I 
have alluded." 

" It is of no use for you to come here with 
threats,'' said the priest; " it is too late in the 
day for the repetition of any such demoi 
Btratitm." 

Mr. C. replied, " I do not intend to tl 
my object is to learn if you can give any is 
ation where the girl may be found, or if you can 
assist in finding her." 

lu answer to this, the priest again asserted 
that ha knew nothing of her ; that he had never 
Been her, except at the time before stated; and 
that she camo then, of her own accord, to tell 
him that she should never have left the Catholic 
church if she had not been coaxed, scolded, 
bribed and unduly persuaded, by tho people with 
■whom she lived, aud that she wished to come 
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back again to the cburcb. He then piomised, if J 
there was anything which he could tlo towar 
discovering her, he would cheerfully do it. 

The day following. Mi-. Carter went to Lynn,J 
to Bee if her brother John could furnish any itH-l 
formation, and whether his account would agrea | 
with the statement made by the mother. 

On being questioned, he said tliat he wenfcj 
with Hannah and his mother to the depot ; thaft J 
there he bade hia aister gootl-night, and suppoaeil 
that she had gone to Charlestown, 

From all that could be asceilained, it appearq 
highly probable that violence had been resorted m 
to, and tliat, between the Fitchburg Depot and! 
Charlestown, slie had been taken away by forcfti 
to Bome place unknown, but not without the con- f 
nivancG of her mother. 

That the mother knew what had been don< J 
with her could not but be suspected, from hra I 
unconcern about her safety, and the apathetic -I 
language in which she addressed Mr. C. and J 
Othei-8, telling them thoy need not be ao mucl»J 
concerned, ^ — that she dai-ed say Honnah was well> J 
enough off; yet she still persisted in denying an3F.I 
knowledge of what had become of her. 

There were strong suspicions that the priefl 
also had some knowledge of her whereabouts, asM 
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Tell as of the mode of her disappearance. TUese 
suspicions arose fioni the well-knoivn genios o^ 
the Catholic polity, and from the insinuation 
Hannah's mother rtspecting the oecessitjal 
course with her daughter. 

Some of tlie public papers of the day, in Mh 
ticing this dark eveQl, asserted that fears were 
expressud of priestly interference having bees 
made use of in this matter. 

In the course of the day, the chief of the ] 
ton police, being consulted, adriscd Mr. Cai 
^Bpend nny further proceedings till the twxt 
day, when he would be legally constituted the 
gnajdian of 'ILinnah. and could act in the case 
with more efficiency. 

Ttiesday, Feb. 15. — Mr. Carter went early 
to the Probate Court, and was regularly ap- 
pointed the guai-dian of Hannah Corcoran. He 
then consulted Judge Fletcher, with reference 
to the best course for him to pursue, in order to 
obtain information of his ward, and the posses- 
sion of her person. He was advised to lay the 
case before the Mayor and Aldermen of the city 
of Boston. Finding, however, that they were 
not then in session, he called again on the mother, 
and told her that he was now the legal guardian 
of her daughter. On hearing this, she became 
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Katly agitated and enraged, acting like a fraa^ j 
woman, or a miLniac. lie advised lier to io* ] 
form him where Hannah waa, that he might take J 
}ier under his protection ; hut she still persisted ] 
in her plea of ignorance of the whole affair. 

Wednesday, Feb. 16. — Mr. Carter, on coq^ 
suiting the Mayor and Aldermen of Boston, v 
referred to the City Solicitor, on whom, in conj-'^ 
pany with the Chief of Police, he waited, and 
was told that tliia was a civil case ; that nothing 
could be done in the matter unless the girl should 
be found, and then he might claim her. 

This day an announcement was made, throu^ 
e of the public prints, that Hannah Corcora 
missing girl, was with her mother. 
[ . The excitement about lier liad by thia tim 
3ome intense. Her disappearance was 
ibject of conversation in almost every ciralQ 
Sverj new paragraph in the papers, having r 
e to her, was read with avidity. "Varioi 
opinions were entertained and expressed abo 
her character, the manner of her disappearanofl 
how it was effected, what agency the priests h 
in it, what had been done with the girl, whether 
she would ever be found, and, if she were found, 
whether she would continue true to her lately-™ 
adopted religious principles. 
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Several anonymous coinmunieationa were re- 
ceived by Mr. Carter, one of wliich, bearing tlie 
date of this day, ig here copied, on account of jtB 
remarkable coincidence witb what happened to 
Ha.uuah on the preceding night, and with the 
pliice where ghe was then confined, as will be 
Been in her own disclosnreB. The comaiuuica- 
tion is as follows : 

" Sir : If you secretly ohtajn an oi'der from 
the proper authorities befoi-e they have time to 
remove her, and will aesircU the cells of the 
Catholic churches and nunneriea, you will find 
Hannah Corcoran, if she he not already poi- 
soned. 

"No time is to be lost; they will do any- 
thing to prevent the exposure even of an at- 
tempt to confine her, and then, having done so, 
bid defianoe." 

Thursday, Feb. 17. — Mr. Carter went again 
to Boston, to see if something could be done by 
the police, by way of discovering where Hannah 
was, as, from the statement in the paper on 
I "Wednesday, it appeared probable that she was 
' concealed somewhere in or near Boston. On 
consulting Mr. A. F. Neale, Mr. C. was advised 
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to employ some policemen, and let them see llie 
mother ; thej would tlicn watch her niovcmenta, 
'and by that means a clue to the girl might 
I'ibbtained. This advice was K)11owed, and a t. 
e to Grove-place; but it was found that Mi 
|ifOorcoran had left that situation, ond removed 
iffefferson Block." 

One important item of information was ol»« 

tained from Mrs. Parker, the kdy with whom 

the mother lived when Hannah and her brother 

went to see her on the preceding Saturday. It 

iras this. Aft» a long and earnest discussion 

between the mother and daughter in an upper 

room, the latter, on descending the stairs to leave 

the house, was heard to say distinctly, "Mother, 

yoa may do what you please with mc, hut I 

flhall never change myrehgion, — lean never be 

k Catholic," This testimony was considered by 

her friends as very important, for they had been 

j told by the priest that she said she had been se- 

1 into becoming a Baptist. But this decla- 

fation, made under such circumstances, could 

1 been induced only by the operations of 

aQBCience. 

Another point to be gained this day wagJ* 

P:fflBcoTer, if possible, the author of the report t! 

FCannah was with her mother. This wb^ trace 
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I to a Catholic reaiding in Charlestown, who, 
Llieing unable to disprove that be was the writer, 
t^ve his excuse in terms eimikr to the follow- 

■' That the Protestants were making a great 
rescitcment about the girl, and he considered 
that be bad a right to make sucli a statement to 
allay it." 

(Friday, Feb. 18. — John Corcoran came 
this day from Lynn to assist in searching for his 
BiBter; and on Saturday, tiie 19tb, accoinpaaied 
Ml-. Carter to Jeffeison Eloi:k and Limerick- 
place, and then, by the direction of some persoDj 
to the reajdence of Rev. G. F. Haskins, priest, in 
Moon-street, where he saw Mr. Walsh, priest, 
k fcy whom he was told that hia mother and sister 
Iliad gone out of the State ; but, if he would come 
L^bgaiii in a few days, his mother would have 
Iwturned, and she would then tell him where hia 
Ulster was. He said that Hannah was taken 
Bftway because a man had papers which gave him 
Kthe authority to take her. 
L Sunday, Feb. 20. — At the close of the 
W morning service in the church of which Hann^ 
I is a member, notice was given for the male mem- 
I bora fo remain after the rest of the congregation 
I was dismissed. To these members a statement 
I of the iacta in this case was made. Mr. Carter 
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I :gBve an accoant of nil that Lo had done thus 
\SSr the recovery of his ward, submitting 
B'Sstue to the judgment of the church. If th« 
ripproved of his proceedings, he desired thera tit, 
I (^point a committee with whom he could confer, 
I'&iid to whom he could look for counsel. Also, 
I'Ma there would proba.bIy be considerable expense 
^'^nrred in this undertaking, he deemed 
roper to inquke whether he should have theil 
KHOtion in incurring such expense. 
* A committee was then appointed, consistii* 
F Messrs. Nathl. Heath, Wm. Fosdick and 
p. Hill, who were authorized to spare neii 
lEUTis nor expense in using every lawful and quirt 
effiirt to secure, if possible, the reatomtion of 
Hannah Corcoran to her liberty. The members 
«f the church were then exhorted by the pastor 
b do nothing in this matter to create or promote 
iscitemont ; to use no unkind language towards 
Hie Catholics ; to give no countenance byword 
t deed to anything like rioleuce ; in no instance 
do evil, under the idea that good would result 
Mrefrom; but, in a lawful, peaceable way, 
mffer no means to rest unemployed which 
^kely to result in finding the girl. 

Mondiy, Feb. 21- — Mr. Carter and the 
iiimmittee chosen to advise and aasist hii 
6* 



'■^l 



I 



San-: 
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^llonauHing Mr, A. F. Meale, engaged Mr. O. 
Butman to employ his time, and, if he thoaght 
proper, employ othere to aid him, in his endeav- 
ors to find Ellen Corcoran and her daugher. 
He was desired to exercise his h^t judgment and 
skill to acccompliah the object in view.* 

The excitement in the puhlic mind, with 
respect to the mysterious disappearance of Han- 
nah, had become very intense. Scarcely 
newspaper issued from Boston or the vicinity 
without containing some allusion to it. In 
i< cars, in omnibuses, in hotels, in shops, in the 
I markets and along the streets, it was the ahsorb- 
' ing topic of conversation. The inijoiry every- 
where and from almost every jierson was, 
"Ilavo yon heard anything of the missing 
girl!" 

The public journals, in nearly all parts of the 
XTnioo, eagerly copied the statements on this sub- 
ject from the Boston papers, with additional 
comments of their own. Communications were 
addressed to the pastor, from various parts of the 
country, requesting intelligence of the missing 
girl. 

I • Mr. 0. Biidnan had been a, moat efficisnt pcliot~ofEc«r 
t Under the oity goTernnieBt of Boaton, but, being dissatiafied 
■ with BOEue of iu Beta, he had Intely resigned. 



^^H MK. Welch's affidavit. ^"^^^I 

^^^■The tbilowiug affidavit, ina<le by Mr. Jolin ^| 
^^^■alch, 106 Purchase-street, before Justice Kus> ^H 
^^^B), of the Police Court, was published: ^H 

^^^* " Havinc seen aundrv utatemenb in the newa- ^^ 



" Having seen sundry statements in the news- 
papers relative to the niisaing girl, Hannuh Cor- 
coran, ca.lculated to mislead, and rest suspicion 
of undue interference upon certain individuals, 
wholly disconnected with her disappearance ; I 
do hereby certify that Mrs. Corcoran and her 
daughter Ilannah, came to my house on Satur- 
day evening, Feb. 12th, 1853, about eiglito'ch 
unaeoompanied by any person ; and the mot 
requested that her daughter might remain in my 
fiuiiily until she could make arrangements for 
her disposition. Thiit, in a few days, her mother 
came and resided with me also ; and that they 
both left my house on Friday last, and taking 
the cars at the Old Colony railroad d6p6t, left 
the city. I hereby further certify that the giri, 
Hannah Corcoran, was perfectly free and uni"*- 
Btrained from the time she came to my hoi 
until she left the same on Friday last, and that 
she frequently went out and returned unaccom- 
panied by any one ; also, that she frequently 
expressed a wish to accompany her mother, and 
leave the city.' 
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This irtts^duljr ugoed and swore t<x T«4 
the setiuel, we shall find that she was not j 
mined to go oat alone ; and thai the d 
makes this aflidarft was fi-eqaenlljr present n 
the girl's diaappeorance was the subject or4| 
versatioQ ; and, on one occnsiOB, being qnesdl 
closely why he did not say she was at his Ii 
and free, when he heard these diacossioiiSy 1 
replied " That was nobody's busing," Or, 
That was their own bnsiness," 
This affidavit did not allay the public agha- 
bnt served to increase it The taking an 
th that the girl had been in the very midst of 
a population excited almost to frenzy on ac- 
count of her sapposed ubJuction ; that she was 
abroad among those who were in earnest search 
of her, and who would have given anything to 
L find her ; and this, too, sworn in the very fjce 
r of the mother's positive declaration that she had 
left her at the Fitchburg Depot, on her way to 
Charlestown on the night in qnestion, and had 
not seen hor up to the following Tuesday ; thia 
aggravated the difficulty, and rendered the mys- 
tery still more perplexing. Nobody was siitis- 
with the explanation; and why was it with- 
held till the mother was gone, and had had 
sufficient time to convey the girl to Montreal or 
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to Baltimore ? Fur to oue or the other of thes&^^H 
cities she must have beeutukeu; at least, a(l:|^^H 
concliided the community. ^^H 

Tiiesdiiy, Feb. 22. — Mr. Carter went to.^^| 
Lynn, to get an authentic and definite account ^^1 
from Joim Corcoran of all he knew respecting 
Hannah's being left by her mother and himself, 
on her way to Chai-Iestown, at the Fitchburg ^^ 
Depot ; and obtained the following deposition : ^^M 

"To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. ^^ 

"The undersigned, being a son of Ellen Cor- 
coraji and brother to IIanD'j,h Corcoran, docs 
hereby certify that, on Saturday, the 12th day 
of February, 1853, I went from Lynn to 
Charlestown, and renuestod sister Ilanuah Cor- 
coran to go to Boston wiih me, and show me 
where loy mother lived. She went with me, at 
about four p. M., to No. 6, Grove-place ; there I 
found my mother, and stayed witli her till about five 
o'clock. Then myself, mother, ajid sisler llan- 
nah, went directly to Fitchbui-g D6p6t, without 
stopping at any place or conversing with any- 
body, and there left her to go home to Charles- 
town, and since that I have not seen ber. And 
from thence we went about the city, but did not 
see Hannah at any time, nor did we go into any 
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lionsc, or hare an; converaation with any | 
son ; and retnrncd to my mother's honse a** 
ton o'clrwk ; Btayrd with my mother that i 
and all the next dny and night ; and my n.. 
did not go out during the time, to my km 
edge. 

" And I do further certify that, during 
day, Mr. Joseph Carter, of Charlestown, c 
I oa my mother to ascertain where my sister i 
I and my mother told him that she had not I 
I Ber 8inc6 leaving her at the depijt the even 
I before, and said she did not know where she 
13. "John Corcoras. 

" Sworn to before me, 
ESSBX, SS. B. F. MUDOK. 

" Feb. 22, 1853." 

This affidavit coincided with his previous de- 
clarations, and consequently neither lessened 
lie difficulty nor tended to elucidate the m^- 
tery. 

In the course of the day, the Rev. P. F. Lyn- 
don, of Charlestown, called upon the mayor of 
that city, and assured him that he knew nothing 
whatever of the reasons why the girl nus taken 
|#way, or the uiemis by which it was accom- 



THE MATOR ANIJ THE PASTOR. 



plislied ; and he wished tlie mayor to use 
inflaence to relieve him of any imphcation io this 
alSiir. To this the mayor consented, but at the 
Bume time reminded him of the discrepancj 
between Mrs. Corcoran'a statement and the 
affidavit of Mi-. Welch ; also of the fact that 
there was an excitement in tbo community, 
caused by her disappearance, which, in his Opin- 
ion, nothing but her return could allay. Mr. 
L. accused tlie mother of being a very vile 
woman, unworthy to be trusted or believed, anf 
of having brought about all this trouble ; baf 
that he (Mr. L.) would use all his influence 
^vc her bring the girl back. 

Soon aller this, the mayor ciLlled upon B^-> 
nah's pastor to aoquaiut him with the above pa*- 
ticulaT3, and to assure him that he consideredj 
Mr, L. to be wholly innocent of any particip*" 
tion in the abduction of Hannah, or of any con- 
nivance thereat. He also requested the exeroiw 
of the pastor's infiuence with his people and 
others to exonerate the priest, and, as much as 
possible, to allay the increasing excitement. 
With the latter requisition the pastor complied 
cheerfully, having, from the first, done everything 
in his power to prevent the use of cxcitinj 
guage, or the a^Joption of harsh measures ; and, 
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[ thongh he was not convinced of the priest's iii- 
I Docence in this matter, yet he assured the mayor 
I that, for the present, he fionld do nothing to 
I counteract the influence of his statements, 
f because he would rather everybody should tat^ 
onerate the prlcat than that there should I 
popular tumult. 

The mayor next sought an interview with 

guardian, Mr. Carter, to inform him of the 

visit of Mr. L., and that he had promised to do 

nil in his power for effecting the return of Han- 

. nab. 

I Wednesday Feb. 23. — The excitement waa 
increased by the appearanee of the followii^ 
handbill, copies of which were posted during the 
night in Charlestown, Boston and other adjacent 
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"MUST BE FOUND. 

" All persons opposed to religious oppres 
»nd the imprisonment of a human being for 
opinion's aike, are requested to meet in Rioh- 
mond-sti-eet, Charlestown, on Wednesday e^ 
ng, March 2nd, at seven o'clock. 
" Charjfslown, Fdi. 23. 1858." 

In the course of the day, Mr. Carter, in c 
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pany with the coinmittee of advice, being appre-'fl 
hensive of some riotous demonstration, consulted^ 
their pastor with reference to the best method 
counteracting such a proceeding without relin-J| 
quishing the prosecution of the object for whiebl 
they were appointed. 

After a careful review of tbe unquiet aspect ofJ 
aSiirs, it waa agreed that they should disclaim I 
any connivance at the puhlisliing or posting this 
handbillj or any participation whatever in the 
meoBure, having had no previous knowledge of 
it; that they should protest against any tumult-"! 
uoua assemblage, the exercise of any violence, f 
or the commission of any depredation upon! 
either the property or the persons of the Catho- j 
lies ; that they should endeavor to laalce it gen- 
erally known that they would not bo present at i 
this meeting, except to discountenance any out- | 
break ; and yet, by every peaceable, lawful / 
means, they would earnestly persevere in the I 
search for their missing member. 

John Corcoran, being in town to-day, was ' 
desired by the committee to exert himself in 
obtaining tidings of his sister. For this purpose 
he called upon Priest Wabh, who told him that 
his mother had returned, and might, probably, ' 
bo found at No. 106 Purchase -street. 
7 
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going tkitbei, he was directed to Limeiid: 
Block, wbere he found his mother, and id- 
quired what she had done with Hannith. She 
said she could not tell him then, but she would 
on the next Satardaj, as she intended to go h) 
Lynn on that day. Under dat« of March 1, 
will be found another deposition made hj John, 
which cxpLiins the reason of bis applying to the 
priest for information. 

Thursday, Feb. 24. — An anonymous letter 
waa received by Mr. Carter, stating that Hannah 
was at Patrick Welsh's, 34 Broomc-street, New 
York city. lie hesitated whether be ehoold 
notice it; but, the announcemeut being appa- 
rently so straightforward, it waa thought advisa- 
ble for him to proceed to New York, in order to 
test the yahdity of this communii^tion, 

Friday, Feb. 25. — Mr. Carter, in New 
York, assisted by big brother-in-law, Mr. San- 
ford, late a police-officer in that city, after a 
strict search, could not find any No. 34 in 
Broome-street, nor any individual by the name 
of Welsh from whom they could elicit the desired 
information. Consequently, on the Monday fol- 
lowing, Mr. C. i-eturned to Charlestown. 

Saturday, Feb. 26. — According to her p 
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ise, Ellen Corcoran went to Lynn, and, dnring 
a walk with John, professed to tell him what 
ghe had done with Hannah, and where she tl 
wae. This will appear in his 
March 1. 

Impressed with the idea that the priest knew 
something of Hannah's present location, or that 
he could, at least, do something towards disco' 
ering it, the committee addressed the foUo' 
note to him : 
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•'Rev, p. F. Lyndon.— Dear Sir : The un- 
igned, one of a committee appointed to ascer- 
&in the whereabouts of Hannah Corcoran, hav- 
ing understood, through the mayor of this city, 
that yon were to make eiforls to find her ; and 
having called at your residence several times 
without finding you at home, to inquire whether 
or no you !iad met with any success ; and liaving 
left word at your house requesting you to send 
us word when we could sea you, without hearing 
from you, —you will confer a favor by leaving a 
note, containing any information which you may 
have been able to gather, or whether you have 
been unsuccessfiil, addressed to Nathaniel Heath 
'It&d others, at Messrs. Fosdiok & Carter's, 
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Cfaarlestown-^qnarc. or stating when or i 
ID interview may be had with you. 

" Respectfully yours, (signed) ' 

To the above the following answer waa ^ 
[ Beived : 

"Feb.-2G, 1858. 
"Nath'l Heath, Esq. — Dear Sir: I am 
' Tcrysorryyou were so often disappointed in your 
attempts to see me. It appears the servant for- 
got to deliver your message ; otherwise I would 
immediately have attended to it. I regret to 
have to state that, thus far, I have not been able 
to oBcertiiin anything of the whei-eabouta of the 
girl in questioa, but assure you that the 
intimation I may have shall be forthwith 
municated to you. 

" In tbe mean time, I remain, dear sir, 
" Very rcBpectfully, yours, 

"P. F. Lyndon.' 
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Sunday, Feb. 27. — To-day, in the prayer- 
L meetings and in the sanctuary, in the prayers of 
d's people and of his ministers, Hannah was 
aembered, and jpetitions presented to the Lord 



PBAYEB OFFERED, 77 ' 



that 

that^J 

:m 

iman 
Lord 
ipposed^^ 

nine. I^^^ 



mUDK 



that He would protect her, and so order it that 
she might be returned E^in in safety ; and that. 
He would so dispose the hearts of thi 
that there might be no tumult or violence 
her account : and, though the citizens might" 
have the impression that the rights of\ human 
being had been Tiolated, yet, that the Lord 
would incline them to endure the sup] 
wi'Ong rather than retaliate; and, if injustil 
had been done, to leave to Him the work' 
bution who has said, "Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, saith the Lord;" and that it might 
be rendei-ed evident that the only evil desired 
yras, that the omnipotent Jehovah would, 
the riches of his boundless grace, convert 
Catholics, and save them from endle^ perditi< 

Monday, Feb. 28. — John Corcoran, auppoff^ 
ing that his mother had divulged the secret of 
Hannah's present abode, in her statements to 
liim on the 23d and 26th inst,, came this day to 
Charleatowii to inform Mr. Carter of these com- 
munications, as he felt desirous that his sister 

luld be brought hack and placed under the 
<ctio!i of her guai-dian. 

As the information thus obtained appeared to 

committee to be reliable and important, it 

resolved that the pastor should immediately 

7*. 



rT8 JOEW't AWrtDSVTZ. ^^M 

Kbbns Ac pKtar of the Ba^^it dmdl ^'^^l 
ffaoe hj leOer, soydtiBg •UatioaaH infiHndll^l 
or eorrob(»«tna of Ak Mooant, if it «»re to bA 
pvw^ to ftanadi ehfaer. Alao, dat >Ir. Carter 
■hooU, on tke neit &/, pncced to Lyim, and 
obuiQ fibffi Jfihs his depoahjoa of dw sutemeDts 
node by his mother. 

Tuesday, March l.~Tlw (bUoviiig is g|^ 
depoaitico: ^^^H 

»" I, JobD ConxnsD. being a eon of EQen w^H 
eoTSD and brother to Hannah Corcoran, hereby^ 
certify that, on February 19, 1 called on Eather 
Walsh, in Mooo-street, Boston, and he stated 
that my mother bad carried Hannah out of the 
State, because the man that had the pt^)era 
-wanted to take her away ; and that, if I would 
come back in a few days, my mother would tell 
me where Hannah had gone. On the 2od I 
called on Father WaUh again, and he sent me 
to John Welch, 106 Purchase-street, and he sent 
me to my mother, in Liraerick-plact;. She told 
me that she and Hannah went to Buffalo, and she 
left Hannah there ; and mother said tiiere were 
many priests and nuns in Bufialo. She said 
sbs could or would not tell me any more 
but would come to Lynn on' the next Sati 
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and see me, and then tell me more abont it> 
On Sunday we walked oat together, and she said 
Hannah wjls in BufT&lo, with a Mr. Whitney, OT 
Courtney, she could not toll which, not fai- from 
the defiiit on Broadway,— 209. she thought. 
She said Father Wiikh paid the faro foe both tQ 
Bu&lo, but ahe paid her own fare back. She 
said she was bound no^ to tell about it, and 
priest alao. Jons Corcoran. 

" Sworn to before me, 
" Esses, ss. B. F. Mvdqe, 

"March 1, 1852. Justice of the Peace." 

r Having obtained the deposition, the commitWfc I 
3 consulted as to the propriety of Mr. Oar^l 
S'b going to Bull^Io in search of Hannah. 04^ 
nipnjing the distance from Boston to BuffidO 
with the time that Ellen was absent, and finding 
an agreement, it was the opinion of all that he 
had better go; and, if aiiy disdosure should be 
made to the committee or to the police employed, 
cither to indicate that she was not there or to 
I_»onfirm the deposition, that Mr. C. should I 
^^hj^prized thereof by telegraptuc communication.'^ 
^^Br Just before leaving Chiirlestown '&r Bb| 
^^■Ko, Mr. C received the following anonymowl 
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riBO PRIEST PROMISES HEK RBTUBN. ^^H 

" Stale-Street, Boston, March 1, 185&i|^H 
" Mr. C^ter : You wolf in sheep's cloM^I 
ing, if jou'give yourself any more trouble abont 
that girl, I will give you hell, anil never stop 
till I make you bito the dust. 

»" Remember, ^^^M 

"A Native Ambbtcan CatholioJ^^H 
Born in Chag-lcatown, and an ^^^^ 
\ Officer of the Navy of the U. S.^^| 

tThe contents of-this note Mr. G, kept to Il^^^l 
self for some time, lest its nuhlicntion Rhnnlil 



I 



Belf for Bome time, lest its publication should 
aggravate the public excitement to uncontrollable 
(ury. 

Wednesday, March 2. — Mr. Carter took 
die morning train for Albany, on his way to 
BuSiilo. 

The committee were anxious to ascertain if 
£llen hiul left Boston ostensibly to secure the 
return of her daughter. It was generally under- 
stood that the Mayor of Charlestown had been 
^lemnly promised by the bishop and priest that 
she should be despatched with strict orders to 
bring Hannah back to Charlestown, 

Mr. Frothingham, the mayor, in bis interview 
with Mr. Ciildicott, had stated that the priost, 
Bev. P. P. Lyndon, had promised to do all in his 
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power to huve the girl returned; but it was now 
understood that more definite pledges had been 
given to the mayor by the papal ecclesiastic of 
Boston, and that the mother was about leaving 
that city, or hati already left, for that purpose. 

The committee were desirous to learn the real 
facts, that they might inform Mr. Carter, so that 
he should, if possible, see the mother on her way 
to Bulialo, or on her arrival there, if she had 
gone in that direction, in order to prevent her 
from taking her daughter to a, greater distance, 
should %he make such an attempt. K Ellen 
bad not left Boston, and if there were no indica- 
tions of her leaving, the obvious deduction must 
be that no confidence coQld he placed in the 
promises said to have been made by the Catholic 
clergy. Should it be found that she had actu- 
ally gone, then the committee, as the friends of 
peace and order, felt that they would be fur- 
nished with a fact calculated to allay the excite' 
ment which the absence of the girl had occa-* 
sioned. If the committee ghould discover thait' 
the mother had not yet gone, but was about to 
go, it was their intention that Mr. Eutman 
should see her secretly and accompany her, ia 
order to watch all her movements. 

The desired information concerning the moth*. 
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ELLEN GOES FOB HANNAn. 

1 movementa was obtained in the following 
manner : A letter from Ireland, addreaaed to 
Ellen, had been received bj Mr. Joshua Collins, 
in-law of Mr. Carter ; but, aa he was igno- 
rant of her present location, ho could not put her 
a possesaiou of it. This circumstance served to 
point out to the officer and the committee the 
initiatory step in tlieir proceedings. Accord- 
ingly, John Corcoran was requested to mslkg 
inquiries, of the priest and others, for his mother, 
Eo that her -letter could be delivered to her. 
ASter having been directed from one filace to 
another without avail, he was eventually told 
that his mother had gone to the Old Colony 
I)ip6t in quest of his sister. He, with Mr. 
Butman and his assistants, immediately went to 
the dep6t ; and John, having discovered his 
mother, pointed her out to one of the assistants, 
who took the letter and gave it to her, convers- 
ing with her long enough for Mr. B. to make hia 
observations, and the latter, having done so, 
unknown to her, stepped into the cars to accom- 
pany her, and to not* all her proceedings ; and 
John went to acquaint tiie committee with tba 
Boceess of his effort. 

A telegraphic communication was sent to Mr. 
I Carter, in Albany, to inform him that Ellen and 
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ntmEm hod started together in the cars at finf^^H 
nlock, p. M. ^^1 



There were, during the day, certaJE i 
tiona of what might be expected in the evening ; 
and the mayor wisely took every precaution t 
prevent anytattack upon the Catliolio churoh 
and the residence of the priest, and to resist i 
should any such attempt be made. A iai 
number of special constables was appointed, i 
put under the direction of the city-marshal. 

The A rtillory and the City Guards were ordered I 
to be in readiness to be called gut at a moment's 
notice. Ropes were placed across Richmond- 
street at its junction with Austin and Unioit _ 
streets ; and all persons were forbidden accea 
to that part of Richmond-street on which 1 
Catholic church was built, except such i 
sided there. Soon after'six o'clock in the e 
ing, men and boys in crowds might be : 
wending their way towards the Catholic church },. 
the greater part, probably, from curiosity to e 
what would be done. At seven the concours 
had greatly increased, and by eight p. M. ■ 
were probably in the vicinity of the church n 
fewer tiian three thousand persons. 
was on the ground, and exhibited the utmoa 
alacrity for the preservation of order. Durin 
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the time, the members of the First Saptist 
Church, and many of the congregation, were 
aasemblod in their lecture-room, to attend to the 
regular Wednesday evening aervice. The con- 
traat between the scene within that room and 
the scene without was very great, •Within, men 
were praying for the spirit and temper of Christ ; 
without, they were cursing and exciting each 
other to violence. Within, they were singing 
the Bonga of Zion ; without, the song of the 
drunkard nnd the noise of revelry. Within, was 
a holy calm ; without, a wild tumult. Withinj 
prayers were offered for the protecting care of 
the Almighty over all, Catholics as well as 
Protestants ; without, there were the purpose 
and the eifort to avenge one supposed injury by 
the infliction of another. 

The location of the First Biiptist Church is so 
near Richmond- street that the attendants at this 
evening -meeting could hear much of what passed 
in so contiguous a tumult ; and the events of 
that evening gave a peculiar solemnity and 
intensity to the devotional exercises of that 
sembly. 

At about nine o'clock some one gained access 
Eto the entrance of the Unitarian church, 
veommenced ringing the bell, This wt 
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stooil to be the signal for an onset upon tho 
Catholics ; Mid the movements of the crowd, in 
tearing down a fence in Austin-street, together 
with a pressure on the police in the direction of 
the church, induced the mayor to order the 
immediate attendance of the City Guards and 
the Artillery ; and, on their appearance, and the 
assurance from the mayor that the girl would be 
returned in a few days, the mob dispersed 
however, till some twenty individuals had Ijeen 
arrested, and a motion had heen made, and 
carried, to adjourn and to meet there again oil 
Monday next, March 7. 

Thursday, March S, — The papers of thifl 
mOTning contained a deseription of tho scenes of 
the preceding evening in Charlestown, with thai 
various comments of the writers, . Speculation 
was rife throughout the day respecting the prob- 
ability of Hannah's return, and what would be 
her course if she did return ; whether she would 
declare herself to be a Protestant still, or say 
that she had been convinceil of her error in leav- 
ing the Catholic Church, and had, therefore, 
recanted and returned to it again. The riot 
had heen quelled, hut the interest felt in tho 
&te of the girl was more intense than 
Jfr. Carter reached Buffalo this morning, hav- 
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MR. CARTER IN BUFFALO. 

ing travelled all night. He employed police- 
officers to aid him in watching the cars, and to 
trace Mrs. Corcoran, should she arrive in B. ; 
also to discover the place where Hannah had 
been left. This course was continued until the 
evening of the next day, without success ; and 
tiien Mr. Carter left for home. 

Salurday, March 5. — A despatch was re- 
ceived by one of Mr. Butman's asaistants, who 
■were police-officers, from himself, dated Fbil^ 
delphia, directing them to keep n. sharp look-out 
for all the cars from the South, to detect the 
arrival of ^rs. Corcoran and her daughter. 
This they accordingly did, and at about nine 
p. M. the mother and Hannah were observed 
eonung out of the Fall River train, which was 
due in the morning, but had been detained until 
night, in consequence of a storm on the Sound. 
One oF the officers kept an eye on the movemente 
of the wanderers, while another came to inform 
the committee and receive orders. The latter 
officer, with the committee, waited on the pnetor 
of the church between ten and eleven o'clock, 
who advised them to visit Mr. Carter, and to 
desire him, if be were able, to attend on Hannah 
in the morning, and to learn from her whether 
she was disposed to claim his protection, or to 
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in with Iter mother ; tHat tLere be no com- ^^H 
CD resorted to, or even the semblance of it ; ^^H 
and, even though the law authorized him to take 
her person, yet by no means to exercise this 
right, if there should now be the slightest disin- ^^^ 
olinalion numifested to it by Hannah. ^^H 

Tliia uUvice wag given by the pastor in bar- ^^^| 
mony with his statements to Mayor Frothing- ^^^ 
ham, namely, that when Hannah returned she 
must be placed in such a position as to have the 
fullest assurance that she was at liberty to make 
her own selection of religion and of protection, 
and that, too, without fear of future intoifer- 
^^m&e ; for, if she were not so circumstanced, the . 
^^Mttnnnity could not be satisfied. | 

^^Bhlr. Carter wa^ waited upon, and consented to J 
^^R^d in the morning. In the mean time, thft-l 
officetfi were instructed not to lose sight of Han- | 

Sunday, March 6. — Between nine and tea ] 
A. M,, Mr, Carter and Lis eldest daughter, ao- ] 
oompLinied by Messrs. N. Heath and Gustavua ] 
V. Hall, the liist being a member of the Uni- | 
versaliat society, wont over to Boston, and, I 
direct^ by one of Mr. Butman's assistants, * 
eedcd to Limeriek-placo, whither, thoy i 
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were aasured, Ellen a,nd UanmiJi rcsortod ^t^^H 
late hoiir the preceding night. "^^1 
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After inquiring for some time witliout suo- 
eeas, and Mr. Hall hearing footsteps in the story 
above where he was etonding, he asked, in a 
loud tone; "Is there any one there who can 1 
me wbere Hannah Corcoran is?" 

"Yea, I am Hannah Corcoran ! 

" Are you Hannah Corcoran 1 Are you Han- 
nah Corcoran?" reiterated Mr. Hall, "Would 
you like to see Mr. Cai-ter ? " 

"Indeed, I should, sir, Cim you tell mo 
where he isV 

"Yes," said Mr. Hall, "he is here." 

On hearing this, Mr. Carter ran up stairs, 
and she threw herself into his arms, crying for 
joy. Being questioned whether she woald pre- 
fer to go with Mr. C, or remain where she was, 
and answering that she would rather go, by all 
means, if Mr. C, would take her, she was 
desired to take a seat in the carriage beside Miss 
Carter, and was driven to the residence of her 
guardian. After their arrival in Charlestown, 
Mr. Heath went to the church, and requested 
the acxtoa to acquaint the pastor with tlie suc- 
; of their efibrts that morning. At 
the close of the service, this welcome intelligence 
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ms ogmnmiieUeii U the duirdi sad. eoBgng^ ^^| 

ir^ni b; the pwtor, in nearl; t&e fi)}]o«ing wQvda ; ^| 
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Jit b mj deUghtfol pnrilegs to infims jon 
our Sister Haniuh Commn has rebuned ; 
shie is noK u the re^dcuoe of b^ guardiUL, 
. — uivJmt J<»eph Carter ; and ihat slie ivnnilis 
firm in (he faith which ^e avowed before sha 
was taken away.'' 

This auDoonceinent produced a ihriU of da- 
light through the whole congregation. A larga 
Dumber of notices of Kannahs return were sent, 
during the interval of worship, to the diffrrent 
chnrches in Charlestown, Boston, Cambridge, 
and other places. This was done because it was 
veil knovrn that no other news would be so 
acceptable, or would be so likely to asauugo the 
indignant passions of the comniunity, and 
prevent the thi'eatened riotous assoiublngo 
ancceeding Monday evening. 

Ill the afternoon she attended chureh with her 
gnardian and his family. As she was entering 
the House of God, hor pastor had uommencod 
reading the hundred and fifty-fiftli hymn of the 
Fsulinist ; 

" God 1b loTB ; blB mewy brlghWirt 
All the pntli In Hlikh we roTe ; 
Blina be niLkea, and voe he lighUaa 
Qod is irisdom, God is lovo. 

8« 






10 SHE ATTENDS CHUKCH. 

" Chaiioe and almnge are hixj ever ; 

Man deoajB, and ages nioyo ; 

But hia meru; wuutcth neier ; 

God is vrisdom, God ia love. 

"£'eD the hoar tbut darkeat Beemeth 
Will hk aliangelesB guodness prove ; 
From the gloom Mb liriglitDeBB BtrCDmsUi ; 
God is wisdom. God is Ioyb. 

" He with earthly earta eDtwinetli 
Hope nnd comfort teom above ; 
Everywhere his glory Bhiueth ; 
God ia wiedom, Qud ia love." 

The report of Hannah's return having been 
■widely circulated by reason of the notiees, — it 
beiug, also, the regular time for the celebration 
of the Lord's Snpjwr at the Baptist church, — 
many people were convinced that she would 
attend on that occasion ; and 80 intense was the 
curiosity to see her, that, before the servioea 
closed, multitudes thronged the galleries and 
doorways, endeavoring to catch a glimpse of the 
girt whose absence had created such a sensatioa^ 




Sunday evening-, March 6. — The Mayor o 
^ Charles tflwiij accompanied by two or tUree of tl 
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aldermen, called upon Hannah, and conTersed 

with her concerning her absence; and, for the 
purpose of alltijing the excitement which still 
existed, and of which another public manifestar- 
tion waa apprehended the next evening, he 80 
framed hia queries as to elicit from her suoh 
answers as would apparently esoaerate the 
priest, and implicate the mother only. 

She waa interrogated also With respect to its 
being her own free choice to reside again with 
her gnardian, and to be under his protectiim; 
and having taken down these answers in writing, 
he presented them to Mr. Carter, requesting 
him to sign them, if he assented to their validity. 

Mr. C. replied that, so far aa they went, he 
considered them to be correct, and, for the sake 
of allaying excitement and securing peace, he 
was willing to affix hia signature to the paper ; 
" But," said he to the mayor, " while I do this, 
you will remember that this is not the whole 
truth." 

A statement waa given of these particulars in 
the papers of the day ; but the public were still 
diasotiafied,— they could not find a sufficient mo- 
tive for the conduct of the mother, unless they 
sought it in the tactics of the Komish church. 

That the woman who had first induced her 
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Ighter to go to a Protestant church, who liidj 
[Uentij aceompoiiied her, who had consented ; 
to her baptism into that church, and 
time aft«rwa.rd had nrged no serious objectioM 
to her course, although during the entire proeeaa 
of change in the mind of her daughter she pro- 
fessed adherence to the Catholic faith, — that 
Buch a woman should, at once and without an/ 
previous warning, become the persecutor of 
daughter, and to such a degree aa to take 
away forcibly and to treat her with cruelty, 
could not he understood on any other principle 
than that she was compelled to do so by the 
inachinatioDS of that church of wliich she was 
Btill a member, — but in its estimation a verjf 
delinquent one, hec-iuse she had allowed 
daughter to do as she had done. 

Monday, March 1. — When Mr. Carter took 
Hannah from Limeriek-place, her mother was 
absent ; but she went to Charleatowu this morn- 
ing, to Mr. Collins' residence, with the obji 
of inducing Hannah to return with her. Tl 
she endeavored to effect by eotreaties, by tlire 
by the most awful anathemas, by weeping, 
■ real agony, rolling on the floor, 
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conmuseratlou for ber mother, and told her 
she should be gltul to do an^hing for her tb&t 
did not involve a breach of fidelity to God ; but 
ahe knew she could not return with her, and 
hupo in peace to be true to her Saviour. She 
chose, therefore, to remain where she was. On 
receiving this decisive answer she reso, uttering 
Bome dreadful imprecationa on Hannah, telling 
her that from that time she should forever dis- 
own her, that she would never speak to her; 
and, charging her again and again not to perjure 
her soul, she left her. She had not gone far, 
however, before she sent John, who waa with 
her, back to charge Hannah not to hang the 
prieata, or to say anything which would involve 
them. The reason for this message will be seen 
by a referenoe to the 123rd page. 

All necessary precautions were taken to pre- 
vent another aaaembluge of threatening aspect 
in the vicinity of the Catholic church that even- 
ing. From many indications, it was evident these 
measures were not uncalled for ; but the pres- 
ence of the mibtary had the desired eflbct, and 
the evening passed off in comparative quiet. 

Hannah continued with Mr. Carter's family 
about a week, and then returned to her former 
situation, with Mr. Maroellua Carpenter. Durii^ 
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her stay at Mr. Carter's, expressions 
sometimes escape from her, intimating that a 
had not been very tenderly dealt with while ab- 
sent; as, for instance, one day the bird-cage 
was left for a moment bo exposed that the cat 
availed herself of the opportunity to seize tha 
bird and almost kill it. The bird was, howevwjj 
finally rescued. Hannah witnessed this p 
and, trembling with emotion, said, "That seer 
just like my past trial." This, and other s' 
lar remarks, induced the family to inquire ho#l 
she had been treated; but she replied that she had 
promised her mother that she would keep many 
things secret ; and, unless she had given her such 
a promise, her mother would not have broughu 
her back to Boston. ^ 

About ten days after her return to Mr. Cap*^ 
penter's, her pastor had his first interview and 
conversation with her since her liberation. Ha 
inquired, "Do you feel pleased to be in your old . 
place again? " 

" I do, sir," 

"Are you rejoiced at being restored to yon] 
Baptist ftiends, and to the means of grace amon^ 



■ "Indeed I am." 
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"Did you, during your absence, desire to 
return, for the sake of jour religious priTilegeal" 

" Many, many times I wiahed for that' 

" Did ygu never, while away, feel inclined' 
i;eturn to the Church of Rome ? " 

"Never." 

" Did nothing occur to shake your confidi 
a your present viewal " 

" Nothing, air. I have hccn more than ever 
I convinced and confirmed in my present belief. 
Why, sir, I was not above half a Protestant be- 
fore they took me away. I did not believe that 
the priosts would resort to such means as you 
told me tliey would. I used to have a great 
veneration for them, even after I joined your 
chui'ch; but I know them better now, — only you 
see I am bound not to tell." 

" Well, Ilannab, I did not come here to per- 
suade you to reveal secrets ; I have no desire 
that you should do so. I have purposely de- 
layed visiting you, lest it should appenr that I 
was seeking for information respecting your 
treatment while absent. My object is to know 
the state of your mind, — to learn if you Lave 
any inclination to go back to the Catholic 
church." 

To, no, sir: I have no desire to do that." 
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EWere yon aware, while away, of the eicil 
; caused hy joor absence ! " 
No, not of the whole of it; but I heard 
ithing about it." 
Do you know why so niiicb. has been said 
' snA done, so much Bioney expended, so much 
labor peHbrmed, and bo much excitement mani- 
^^&Bj*di to secure your return 1" ^ 

^^Hf'No, sir; I am sui-e I am not worth it. 
^^B* No, Hannah, it is not that the communjl 
■^HBidera you of so much more importance thi 
Other persons ; it has not been done on your 
dividual account ; but all this 1ms been done 
^^ja&nce of the principle of religious liberty. 
^^Hk know what is meant by spiritual tyranny t 
^^Ht' I should think, air, I ought to know 

"AVell, we supposed that you were involunta 
rily suffering under it, and there was a determine 
ation that you sliould be set at liberty ; indeedf- 
so intense was this feeling, that multitudes were 
ready to destroy the property of the Catliolica ; 
and I believe they would have dono it, in spite of 
all opposition, if you had not been brought back 
at the time you were. We, as religious people, 
protested agtunst all such measures as tliese ; yet 
we would have spared no pains nor espeose, in d 
9 
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lawful way, to eecure your return. Bat do you 
suppose we would do tliia to prevent your becom- 
iEg a Catholic, and to make sure of you to the 
Protestant rtinka f " 

"I don't know; I should at one time have 
thought 80." 

" No, this waa not our object ; all that we did 
was done simply to place you in a position in whieh 
you would have full liberty to choose your reli- 
gion for yourself; and, if you had expressed a wish 
to return again to the Catholic church, we would 
have done nothing by violence to restrain yOn. 
All this excitement was produced by the attempt 
of the Catholics to infringe this principle. Such 
attempts will never be allowed in this country. 
Suppose it had been a Protestant who had turned 
Catholic, and any Protestant sect had made use 
of force to prevent it, or to compel the individual 
to recant and to return to the Protestant church; 
the act would have been repelled with as much 
indignity as in your own case. It is not from 
hatred to the Catholics ; there are many of them 
for whom, as men, we entertain the higheet re- 
spect; and there arc Catholics in our families 
towards whom we feel great friendship, and 
would be glad in any way to serve them. No, 
it is the love we have for liberty, especially reh- 



gioas liber^, tlul mduce^ as to make every 
sacrifice to preaerre it animp&ired. Those vbo 
enjoy tlie pririle^ of Belf-gDvemnient will strag- 
gle hard and loog before the; will sabmh to 
despotiEOi. Bst, dear aa eit-il liberty is to tbaso 
wlio enjoy it, rcligtoos liberty, or the rij 
worship God acconliDg to the dictate of each 
dividQal c(»i3cieDCe, without the interference 
iny hatnan being, is incomparably A< 
Itothing but the most abject slaTery of 
D induce an accountable creature to gi' 
B conscience to the keeping and control of any 
tal man, be he priest or pope. The slavery 
4)f the body is a trifle when compared with 
elavery of the mind, For, though a man be hi 
as a ehattei, that cannot deprive him of the r 
to think, to worship God in secret, and to 
joice in hope of full emancipation at death, 
to be bound to confess every thought to a mo 
nan, to be bound to tliink as he shall diet 
■ ilrithout the privilege of comparing his dircotii 
vMritL the revealed will of heaven, — to fear 
power of auch a man iu death, and even al 
death, — is unquestionably the very depth 
subjection and degradation. 

" Could the victims of such a system only 
lience the joy of spiritual emancipation ; cc 
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thej only know that the priest has no i 
demand of them confesaion ; that he 
power to absoWe or condemn them; aod that 
they shall receive no injury, either from God or 
man, for vindicating the right to worahip their 
Maker without the interference of the priest; 
could they enjoy the bliss of such an emancipa- 
tion, it would be more easy to persuade the 
I Dcgroes of Jamaica to abandon their freedom and 
I retrograde into slavery, than to induce such 
Bpiritualty frfeo men again to submit to the 
tyranny of priestcraft. And if any one, having 
discovered this liberty, sliould be interfered 
with, and unfair means used to kidnap and again 
enslave him, such means would be sure to 
produce excitement. The assumption, by any 
religious body, of the right of using physical 
force, or any force, except moral and religions 
sanctions, to compel even its own members to 
omlbrmity, cannot anil will not for a moment be 



At the close of this interview, her pastor 
remarked that, since the night of her disappear- 
ance, her treatment at or near the Fitcliburg 
D^pot had been enveloped in mystery ; and, as 
he supposed that an inrpiry touching that 
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which she seemed bound to obserre, he woi 
like to ask jnsl what occurred there. "For,' 
said he, " jou know there is apparently a dii 
contradictioD between the affidavits of John and 
Mr. Welch, of Pan-hase-street ; and this diffi- 
culty is augmented by your mother's denial of 
her former declarations, confessing now that 
that Saturday evening she took you to Mr^ 
Welch's; and still more by your own concession, 
for, if I am correctly informed, you have admit- 
ted that it was so. Now, unless you are per- 
fectly willing to explain these conflicting state- 
ments, I do nut ask it; but, being under the im- 
pression thiit you have already spoken freely on 
this point, I imagine you can have but little 
objection." 

She replied that, in reference to John's ac- 
count and her own, tbey certainly did not agree; 
and she could scarcely understand it herself, for 
she supposed tliat John was aware of her 
mother's having been with her after he was. 
But, however that might be, she was fully willing 
to communicate all that she knew about it. From 
what she then related, in connection with what 
has been gathered from John since, the fol- 
Inwing may be considered a true statement of 
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r 102 EXPLANATIONS. 

I the events as ihey occurred at tlie Fitcliburg 

[ Didpot, 

On the evening in iinestion, Ellen and John, 

\ her mother and brother, accompanied Hn,nnali 

I from Grove-place through Belkna.p, Chambers, 
Green, Leverett and Ciinaewaj streets, to the 
north-easterly side of the dSpdt ; thia being the 
way Hannah always went, in order to avoid the 
railroad crossing. After walking a short dis- 
tance on the road between the depot and the 
lumber-wharf, John obtained from his sister a 
email sum of money, which his mother told him he 
might go and spend in the refreshment-room, and 
wait there till ehe came for him. In the mean 
time, Hannah had proceeded somewhat in advance 
of them, John and Ellen, speaking to her from 
the distance, bade her good-night, but it seemfl 
she did not hear them. 

John went, with his money, to the refreshment- 
room ; and, as soon as his back was tnmed, the 
mother followed, and overtook Hannah before she 
had reached the end of the d^pot buildings. 

She then took her by the arm, and began to 
talk very rapidly, telling her to mark this and 
that object, for she could show her a nearer way 
from Charlestown to Boston than that to which 
she had been accustomed ; and, turning her 
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J by the omnibus-office, toot her llirough 
I gatiMTaj &nd across the rail-track, bringiug 
r on to the road between the Fitchburg 
' and the Maine freight depots. A 
I had never passed over the road betw( 
' these two depots, fiuding herself in 
place, she said to her mother. " This 
way to Charlestown." '"Yes, it is 
nearer way," remarked Ellen. " No, this is n( 
the way ; we have not crossed the bridge, and I 
will go no further in this direction." Ellen, 
grasping her more firmly, added, •' Well, I ki 
this is not the way to Charleatowo, and you 
never go there again ; you shall go with 
must take you to aome other place." 

On hearing her mother say this, she Etruggl( 
and screamed. Ellen iiiimediat«ly placod 
hand over Hannah's mouth, and insisted upon 
her stopping that noise, tilling her that, if she 
did not, it would be worse for her. Perceiving 
that resistance was useless, — that a girl of 
teen, and not of a robust frame, could du n 
ingin the hands of a very muscular woman,— 
recollecting that it was her mother who 
commanded her, she submitted to be led 
flirely along, although distressed with fear, 
LlRncertainty as to her ultimate destinati( 
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' £Iien retained a firm hold of her, and harried 
her along, till they arrived at 106 Purchase- 

L street, where she raag the bell, and, upon the 

Ldoor being opened, presented to the master of the 
louse a note concerning the disposition of her 

P'd&ughtt.'r ; and, telling Hannah to remain until 
she came for her, immedjatel; left, and returned 
to John at the depot, with whom she walked 
Ijirough various parts of Bost^ui, till (ear tea 
o'clock, 

Ellen accounted to John for her prolonged 
absence from him by stating that she had stepped 
after Hannuh, and had delayed the time in talk- 
ing with her, having just parted from her on her 
way to Chai'lestown. John, believing these 
declarations of hia mother, and not thinking it 
necessary to take into account the interval of 
time which he spent in the re&eshment-room, 
niade his affidavit that they accompanied Han- 
nah to the d6p6t, and there, while she was on 
her way to Charlestown, they bid her good- 
night. And Mr. Welch could take oath, so far 
b'uly, that she was brought to his house by her 

I mother. 

u Corcoran, then, was the tool . 

(laiansaction. But, when it is understood t 

either write nor read writing, the tiuestii 
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will naturally arise, Who wrote that note to 
Welch, and what did it contain 1 A knowledj 
of this would undoubtedly tend to draw fi'i 
concealment the real agent or agents in this i 
duction. The facts yet to be developed ni 
probably furnish some clue to the author of thi 
note. 

It may be as well, however, in this place, 
state one fact. On the Saturday subsequent 
Hannah's baptism, a man called at Mr. Parker'a, 
Grove-place, Boston, to see Ellen Corcoi 
He told her that he was sent hy Priest Lyndoi 
of Charlestown, to request that she would 
upon the priest the nest day. He stated that 
Mr. Lyndon was acquainted with the fact tliat 
her daughter liad left the Catholic church and 
had become a Baptist, and that he wished to 
her about it. 

The next <iay Ellen had an interview with 
priest, who informed her that he knew all aboul 
her daughter's proceedings. That he had licen 
mactc ac(^uaiut4^d with what she said, hy Catho- 
lics who were present, when she related her exi 
perience to the Baptist church, and when si 
was baptized. That she was not the first w' 
hod left his church and joined the Baptists, a 
unless sonitthing was done, he should lose 
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flock, fie then esclainmd, as though in an 
agony, " My God ! my God! what shall I do7 
All my flock are leaving me ! '' 

Ellen, alarmed at his manner, tnqaired what 
she could do. After reprimanding licr for per- 
mitlin;^ the girl to go among the Protestants, she 
waa told that she must uontrive some way of 
bringing her back again. At least, she must 
effect an interview between her daughter and 
the prioat. 

He inquired whether he would be detected in 
attempting to visit lier at Mr. Carpenter's, pro- 
vided he should disguise himself by a change 
of gannenfcs. Being told that he probably 
would, the conclusion was formed tliat the 
mother should devise some method of inducing 
Hannah to accompany her to the residence of the 
[H-iest. 

This was the first time that Elien Corcoran 
had spoken to Priest Lyndon. 

About two weeks Bubsequent to hia first inter- 
view with UanniA after her return, her pastor 
received a call from Mr. Carpenter, who re- 
marked that during the last fortnight various 
incident had called np alluaione to her absence, 
in conversations at different times, she had 
■red to events connected with it, but would 
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alvays check herself, aa if treading on fcirbid< 
groonil; until last evening, when alone with 
wife, she had acquainted het with many thii 
not before known, and be believed that if hi 
pastor would visit her she would tell him evoj 
tiing. 

To this the pastor replied that he would ci 
in the ctfurse of the day; hut he should 
solicit her to disclose anything to bim. If she did 
it, it must be done voluntarily, and with a clear 
conscience. Mr, C. still thought she would 
make the diacloaure,?; for she had found herself, 
embarrassed in withholding a, partof the truth, 
she perceived she could not much longer con 
any of it without subjecting beiSelf to 
neceaaity of evasion or falsehood ; that, so mi 
being already known, the remainder could not- 
long be hidden, and, if she did wrong in breaking 
a promise which was extorted from her under 
the moat painful circumstances, she had be1 
do that, once for nil, than be driven 
necessity of frequently doing wrong. 

Tlio pastor called, according to his promiafl, 
and was fald by Mre. Carpenter that Hannah 
had given her a pretty full account of what had 
alien her during her absence, and that 
I not unwilling to repeat the same to hii 
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,rit tlijl 
And, inl^l 



I He stated that he did not wish to hear ii 
1 that she had better cunsider it well, and, ifl 
[ any future time sho felt perfectly free io tnafae 
[ the discloBures, he would tuke them dovrn in 
, writing. 

Some few days subsequently, understanding 
from Mr. Carter that she hail given him a fall 
account of what was done with her while away 
from Charlostown, and that slie was ready to 
relate the same to him,— being himself very 
much engaged, tha pastor requested Miss Sarah 
P. Carter to receive the statements from Han- 
nah, and commit them to writing. This was 
done ; and from these documents we suhjoin the 
following ^ticulars, given in her own lan- 
guiige : 

" On the evening of Feb. 12th, soon after my 
mother took hold of me to take me hack to 
Boston, I missed my brother John, and asked 
where he was. She said, ' Never mind abont 
that ; you come along with me ; ' and took ma 
up to Mr. John Wek-h's house, 106 Purchase- 
Street. Mother went into the entry, and inquired 
for Mr. Welch. When he came, she put a piece 
of paper into his hand, folded in the form oC j 
note, and said to him that she was gWQg to ( 
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I up to bim to take care of: but she ma not 
^ to stay herself.* She then left the hoas& 
I " Mr. Weleh neat up stairs into his kitchea 

with me; Mrs. Welch was out at the time; 
wh en she came in she asked him about me, but 
i not know what he said in reply. 
¥ Sunday, Feb. 13. — Mrs. Welch called 
|,early in the morning to go to mass with herjj 
and 1 ifent to the Roman Catholic cburdi imi 
Purchase-street. Mr. Gallagher officiated. 
knelt when others did, and prayed as I wish 
but did not bumble myself before the images, J 
I cried most of the day, and did not wish to ea( J 
anything, but was urged to eat by those aroundj 
me. At supper-time, Mr. Dolanly, or Doaghertyi T 
— I am not sure of liia name, only I know thaj i 
it was the same person that I saw at Priest \ 
Lyndon's the Wednesday evening before, — came 
in, and remained about two hours, conversing 
a great part of the time. Part of the time he 
conversed with Mrs. Welch in another room ; L^M 
could hear their voices, but could not tell whaS J 



> John CarooTOD ntm states that lie was in tlio Fitolibar^ 
Depi'it froia tlie time be lelt Hnunuh until his motlicc M 
turned, sameUiing like linlf uq huni' ; ;«t he hnii oot t 
fllightsst iilea tliiit hia mDllior had left his Bieter anjwbaM 1 
bat OQ ber waj lo Churioalowu. 
10 
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they said. When Mr. D. came in, Le said 
he was very tired, and almost Jiilled with 
Ilia walk." It will be remembered that on that 
day there woa a very deep enow qq the gronsd. 
■' When he came into the room where I was, he 
told me that Mr. Carter and another man bad 
been that day to Mr. Lyndon's, to find out where 
I was ; that Mr. Lyndon had told them be did 
not know where I was, — that I was at his bouse 
^ the Wednesday evening previous, and had not 
been there since. Mr. D. said I had tsild aeve- 
ral people what Mr. Lyndon said to me on that 
evening, and I said I had told several. He 
Siud, 'No matter,' and left that subject. He 
afiked me several questions about the Baptista 
and about my baptism, making fun of it and 
them, and saying that the Baptists took a bucket 
of water and poured it upon the persons baptized. 
He ridiculed the burial service of the Protest- 
ants, stating that they said, when they b^^ 
anybody, 



' Aaliee to rvahes, dust to dust ; 
If God wuD't have jon, the Devil m 



'' Soon afterwards he saw me with the C 
Bible. He took it away, and said, ' Are y 
read the Bible now 1 ' I said Yes : but 



y bim|^^ 
Areyffi^^ 
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lie did not give it to me again ; he told me n( 
to ask aboat tLe Bible. 

" Monday, Feb. 14, — I aaked permission to 
go and get some articles of clothing; but Mra. 
Welch said I must not go tintil she bad eeen the 

I" About five o'clock in the evening, Mr. Gal 
[her, of the Purchase- street church, came i 
Ho inquired of Mrs. Welch about me, and i 
marked that I was the girl about whom theH 
was some ti-ouble in Chariestown. He told I 
that she must conceal me ; for, if mj guardial 
came and found me, she must let me go, becaiu 
if she did not he would prosecute her. 

" Tuesday, Feb. 15. — In the afternoon my 

mother came to Mr. Welch's, and found me 

t sick. Soon after, Mrs. Welch brought nio-^ 

medicine in a tumbler ; the tumbler y 

■thirds full. I drank some, and refused t 

any more; but mother compelled i 

it, saying it was molasses and water. It 

a little acid, and she said it was vinegar. 

immediately began to feel strangely, and, 

while they wcro about me, sprinkling holy water 

on me, &c., I lost my consciousness, and knew 

ling more until after dark, when 1 came tttm 

ilf in a dark room, which I knew to b 
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same into whicli I went when luotber took me to 
Mr. Lyndon'B ou the Wednesday evening pie- 



" My mother was beside mo, and I asked 
srhcre I was. She eaid I was safe. I ingi j 
if I was in Mr. Lyndon's house. She answerect 

No.' Soon a person came in dressed in 
priest's garments, whom I recognized as Mr. 
Lyndon, by what I could discover in the com- 
parative darkness, and by his voice. 

" He took a chair, and sat down not fiir from 
me. lie asked mo if I wished to go to confes- 
sion. I i-eplied tliat I did not wish to ; and he 
said that I must come to confession. He insisted 
upon this, and urged me again and again to con- 
fession, trying to induce me in that way to put 
tnjself again under the control of the church. 

" I told him he would have to take out my 
heart, and put a diiferent one in its place, before I 
could be a Catholic again. 

He then rose and came towards me, took 
Die forcibly by the' arm, and compelled me to 

leel by his side. I was very much frightened, 
and almost afraid to apeak or move, 

" He tried to compel me to repeat after him 
the form of confession ; but I did not utte 
word, for I had nothing to confess to hiui. 



I wept very much, and ho nsked me if I^^| 

florry for xnj sins. I Baiii I was. ^^B 



" He asted me if I believed my sins were for- 
^ven. I said Yes, I did believe that God had 
forgiven my sins. He said it was not bo. 

" lie wanted mc to promise, if be let me go 
&ee, that I would not go again among tboae 
oreaturus. but would tell them tbat the church I 
had left was right. I was kneeling all this 
and weeping bitterly, I told bim my mothel 
had gone and left me, and I felt dreadfully, 

" He said he was sure I had told all tbat he 
said on the Wednesday night when I was there 
with mother. 

" He tlien asltetl me why I did not give Mra 
Carpenter warning tbat I would leave her. 
told bim that I did not want to. He asked me 
if I knew where I was. I said, 'In your house.' 

"He said, 'No.' Then I said, 'In your 
church.' He still said 'No; ' but told me Ij 
was in the vcstry-room. 

" He then asked mo if I would come back i 
the cburch, and be governed by her once more,iJ 
saymg tbat if I did bo I would never bo withoutf 
friends, and if I had not a place he would payl 
my board till I coald get one. I told him I baij 
friends enough, if he woiJd only let me go to 
10* 
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I (iem. But he said it Tras not for the ctmse of 
I "God I wanted to go-bauk, but on their account ; 
I that I cared more for them than for God. 
I Again he aakod me if I wouhl come back to the 
I church, and be under her control, And when I 
I Still said No, he said it would be worse for me if 
I I did not. 

" I was dreadfully frightened, and began to 
dry aloud. I was still kneeling, and mj head 
waa on Mr. Lyndon's lap. He put his stole 
oyer my head, and several times asted me if I 
r felt better. I said No, and cried louder thwi 
I before. He then loft the room, and came back 
with my mother, telling her that I was ao stub- 
bom that I would not yield; that there waa 
flomething bad in me. To this she agreed, say- 
ing that I had altered for the worse, 

"Soon after, my mother was going, 
sked her if I might go. She said No. 

" Mr. L. asked me if anything would indue™ 
me to leave the Baptist church. I said No. He 
eaid, ' Would not persecution 1 ' I still said No. 
■' He asked mo if I would bo burned rather 
than leave it. I said Tea. 

I was so much afraid that I could scarcely 
jpeak. He asked me if I iras willing to bum 
a hell foreyer. I told him God was my judge, 



^B TU HE ATE SIX as, 116 1 

and I waa willing He should do as He pleased. 
He told me stories alioiit dreadful things which 
had happened to persons because they would not 
confess. One story waa rcspeuting a man who 
told a priest, in reply to something the priest 
said to him, that he was willing to bum in hell 
rather tlian humble himself to the priest. On 
being told to go and say that to God, he said he , 
would; but, in doing so, 'he was seized with su^ J 
terror that he ran back to the priest, who was I 
now in bed, and bogged of him to get up, and for '* 
God's sake to give him confession and absolution. 
I asked Mr. Lyndon if he liad power to save 
me. He said, ' Yes, I have power to save you» -m 
soul, and power to destroy you ; and, if you C 
not confess, I will cut you down.' 

"When my mother was going, Mr, LyndoG ' 
Eajd something about the omnibus, and ako said, 
' Take this, and pay what they ask.' Ho and 
my mother then left the room, and locked i 
in. 

"I sat in roy chair all night, conatantM 
tempted, and fearing that some one would { 
hold of me. 

" Once I tried to eommond myself, soul a 
body, to God ; but it seemed us if Mr. L. i 
between me and God. 
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" Wednesday, Feb. 16. — In Ae mom^ 
[ girl cams into the room, ami brought n 
I thing to eat. I told her I did not irish for any-' 
[ thing ; I had not eaten anything since Tuesday 
I forenoon, but I could not eat there. The roj 
I vas stOl dark, the shutters being closed. 

■' In the course of the day, a i 
I coEQe into the room, and aalced me if I had t 
I thing to say for myself to Father LyndonJ 

Baid Ko. Qo Bail! I might hare t^ b 
i if I did not say something, 

"I told him it wa§ better to die for JesuB 
I than to live in slavery, He laughed at this, and 
soon left the room, 

"That evening, after dark, my mother came 
again, and asked me if I was in that room all 
night, and if I had not any bed. I told her I 
had been there without any bed. She appeared 
surprised, and I think felt bad about it. I told 
her I had not eaten anything, and could not eat. 
She said I was too stubborn. Boon after, I wae 
taken away in a carriage, in company with my 
mother and a man I did not know, and carried 
hack to John Welch's, in Purchase -street. After 
' my return, Mrs. Welch gave me some ginger- 

'■' Thursday, Feb. IT. — Mrs. Welch j 



SICKXE^S, 1^?3 

me more ^nger-tea this morning; hut it was not 
till about eleven o'clock that I could eat any- 
thing, having gone irithout food since Tueadajj 



"In the afternoon Mr. Doknty came agai 
and asked me how I was. I told him I w 
sick. lie aaked me if I was sick and dyiog, il 
would not want a priest. I said No. I was __ 
the attic in bed at this time, and pulled the 
clothes over my head. He seemed friglitened, 
came and listened, and went down stairs quiefeiy 
for Mre. Welch. The Rev. Sir. Walsh, of 
Moon-streot church, came to Mr. Welch's houai 
and conversed with me very kindly on the aiil 
ject of my leaving the Roman Catholic church. 

"In the evening my mother came, and told 
me that an application had been made to the 
Mayor of Boston to send out the police in 8earc 
of me ; and she appeared much frightened. 
said she should take me away the next niominj 
about eight o'clock. She said she had been 
Father Lyndon's, and he had given her ten dol 
lars (I saw the hills — two fives) to pay for 
going away ; and that she would stay with 
that night. 

L Welch told her that lettei 
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.there before us, and that there would bo 
trouble. 

'' She remained with me that night, bat did 
not get ready to start until five o'clock the nest 
afteruooii. 

"Friday, Feb. 18. — Mr. Dolanty came to 
I inquire about our going away. Something was 
Baid about our gaing to the cars in a carriage; 
but he said it would not do, for we should be 
watohi'd. So I waa disguised with an old hood 
and Mi'8, Welsh's shawl, Mr. Welsh carrying 
my bonnet in a paper. When mother put me 
into the cai-3, us she pushed me iu, she said, 
' Tliere, no thanka to yoii ! ' 

" We reached New York on Saturday mom- 
1 ing, Feb. 19, and went immediately lo the cars 
and proceeded to Philadelphia, which city we 
reached about noon. When we left the cars in 
Philailelphia, my mother inquired for St. Jo- 
seph's Church, and we went directly there. 

" Wliun we arrived, mother made some in- 
quiries of a man she saw, which I did not hear ; 
but I heard him aak her which of the prieala she 
wished to see. 

"She said she did not know. As we were 
■waiting in the vestry of the church, the Rev. 
Felix Earbelin (as I afWrwarda learned) passed 



1 SUB 18 TAKEN TO PHILADELPUIA, 
ogh without Bpeaking to eitlier of ua. Si 
afler, he came back, and mother spobi 
hut I did not hear what she said. He ihi 
came and spoke to me, and aeked, os if he 
uatooished, if I had been baptized in the Bapta 
church. My mother said, ' Yes, on the 
Sabbath in the year.' She said she whs in 
church, and saw the devil in the pulpit; meaning, 
I suppose, Mr. Caldicott. The priest said he 
thought I could get a place soon ; he would aak 
some ladies about it, and I might try myself 
find a place. 

"I naked bim wEere we would stay thi 
night ; and he said that the old gentlera; 
sexton, would direct us to a hoarding-houf 
The sexton sent a boy with us to No. 10 Unioi 
street, comer of Spruce. 

" Hero my mother paid the landlord for 
weeks' board, in case I should not get a place for 
florvice sooner. She remained with me till Mon- 
day morning, Feb, 21, except going to church 
three times on the Sabbath of the 20th. 

"I remained in tho boarding-house durii 
the day. On Monday morning, I went 
with mother when she went to the cars, 
tried to perauado her to let me come back 
her. But she said she had no money to 1 
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I went back to the boarding-tioaae crying 
and cried a long time. In the afternoon I went 

' up to St. Joseph's Church, and Baw_ the Rev. 

I Mr. MeGmnis. I told him mother had gone 
back to Boston ; and he said, ' You feel lonely 
because your mother boa gone ; you may come 
and tfll me your troubles, as you would yoxip 
mother.' I saw Father Barbelin also, aud he 
told me that be had received a long lett 
fi-om Father Lyndon about me. After 
Father B. often tried to make me come to 
feasion. 

" Tuesday, Feb. 22. — I went this morning up 

I to the church again, and aiw Mr, Bai-belin, and 
told him I wanted a place. He said Mr. McG. 
would do anything he could for mo. Ho then 
told me to go to Mrs. Buck, who keeps an intel- 
ligence-office, and tell her that he wished her to 

' get me a place. I went to Mra. Buck, and she 
said she could not get me a place without a line 
or two from Mr. Barbehn. I weJit back to the 
church ; Mr. E. was not in, and I returned to 
the boarding-house. 

' Wednesday, Feb. 23. — I went to the 

\ church again this morning, and Mr. B. gave me 

I ft recommendation. 

returned to Mrs. Buck, and she 
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^^Llfrs- Ke^naii, who engaged me aa cbatnbertnaii 
^T' St one dollar a ^eek. The f^iil^ were Roi 
Catholios, and aiieuded St. Mary's Chareh. 

'■ Tlnirsd'iy, Feb. 24. — I felt so unhu] 
that I wanted to make some change, and tol 
Mrs. KeeQiia that I could not stay, ajid she ml 
get another girl. There was another girl 
bouse, a colored girl, who, I learne<l, was » 
Methoilist. I told her all my tronl^es ; why I 
had been brought to Piiilaiielphia ; and tJiat I 
wished very much to return to Charlestown. 
She felt for me, and told me where I could 
a Baptist church. 

"Friday und Snturday, Feb. 25 and 2i 
I remained at home, except going out a few 
on an en-and for Mrs. Keeoan. 

" Snndaj/, Feb. 27, — I remained in tks 

36. In the evening I obtained a sheet of 

er, and wrote to my mother on one half, 

Irving the other half, that I might write to 

Carpenter on it. I told my mother she 

it come and bring me back, or send five dol- 

tliat I could come hac~ 

1 1 wanted a doctor more 

told hor she had tricked 



JWE; 



ported me, and taken me 






and that I km 



lat to do if she did not ^oud for n 



I direc 
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ray letter to the Rev. P. F. Lyndon ; and, 
knowing that he would read it, I begged o£ him 
to t«ll my mother to send for me, or to come 
and bring me back, as she had carried me away. 

" Monday ani Tuesday, Feb. 28 aj\A March 
1. — I remmued in the house, and attended to 
my work. 

Wednesday, March 2. — My letter was pnt 
in the poafaoSice ; and I went out and found a 
Baptist church; but there was no service at that 

le, 

"■Thiersday, March 3. — As I was prepar- 
ing to leave Mrs. Keenan'a and go buck to the 
boarding-house whero my mother left me, mj 
mother cume into the bouse, and said she had 
come to take me back, for she did not wish me 
to work out. Mr. and Mrs. Keenan did not 
know the reason of my being there, and ques- 
tiuned mother about it ; but she did not satisfy 
them. 

"On the afternoon of that day my mother ttxA 
me up to St. Joseph's Church ; but tlia priests 
were all absent, — at least, we saw no one. We 
entered the cars about five p, M., and reiiched 
New York about ten o'clock on Friday morning. 

■■Friday, March 4. — Went to Mr. John 
ir's, No. 211 Centre- etret,'t, and remained 



tintil four p. M., wheu we left for tlie steamboat 
on the Fall River route. 

" There was a aeTOre storm on the Sound ; I 
felt aick ; my mother gave me something for il 
which she called a cordial. This excited me 
and, as I begun to think of what I bad suBereJ,' 
I. told my mother that I believed, if the people 
fifiew how the priest had served me, they would 
liang him ; and I said I would hang him ; I 
would get him into a hobble ; and many other 
thinga. She was very much troubled at this ; 
and, after we were in bed, she told me she would 
not take me to Boston, but to some other pla«e^ 
that she knew about, unless I would promisv 
not to say a "R-ord about what happened to me oH 
Tuesday night, Feb. 15, or about the priests' 
giring hor money, or anything that would impli- 
cate them at all* She said she bad power 
to do it ; she should be helped ; and that all I 
could do would not prevent her from keeping me 
from going to Boston, if I did not make this 
promise. She was go earnest about it, and I was 
BO terrified lest I should be taken ofT somewhere 



1 






• When they were in Now Yorlt, on tieir nnj to Boaton, 
Ellen totil Uaimah that Father Lyndon gavo her (tUo 
motbec) tirenly dnllnrs, and Father 'Wu.leh gnva lior leu 
telling her ahe coulil have mare if shu nuciled. 
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else, and not go back to Charlestovm again, 
I made the promise slie retiuired. 

" Saturday, March 5. — Weamved itt Bos- 
ton about half-past eight p, M. We should have 
come in the morning, but were detained by the 
storm. We went directly to Mr. Weluh's, 106 
Purcbaae- street, where we had supper, and 
stayed about an hour, Mr. Webh told me 
about Ilia affidavit ; and, soon after, went v^th ns 
to the priest's house in Moon street, and inquired 
for Mr. Lyndon. Mr. L came into the room, 
and asked me if my mothtr had come , and I 
eaid she Iwwi. Mother then cime mto the room, 
and he welcomed her home He inijuired after 
my health, and I told him I had nut been well 



since I left. Ho told me there ^ 






inquiry 



about me ; and, if they could find me, they would 
have me. I answered, that if my friends could 
see me they would not injure me, but would let 
mo be anything I chose to be. He said I could 
Bay before the mayor who.t I wisbeti to be ; that 
there was nobody to force me. 

"When we came out from the priest's house 
in Moon-street, Mr. John Welch asked me if I 
was not perfectly frco at his house, and if I did 
not go out and do shopping. I told him I did not 
out, for Mrs. Welsh said I must not go until 



BER AFFIDAVIT. 

ebo had aeeu the priest. He s^M he thought [ 
went out, but he Kas mistakeu. 

" Mr, Welch then left us, and mother and ] 
went to Linieviek-phice, Ilanover-street, betwoe 
ten and uleven o'clock, where we remained untjfl 
Sithhath, March G. In the moniing mother left 
roe to go tn church, and, during her ahaenee, 
Jlr. Ourter came and brought mo over to 1 



^^^L" I do hereby certify that the foregoing si 

^^^Wlls are true. 

^^B (Signed) "Hannah CoRcoitAy. 



IDDLESES, ss. Junei, 1853. 

" Personally appeared the above-named Han- 

Coreoran, and made oath that the foregoing 

etat«nienls by her subscribod were true, aflcord-j 

ing to her best knowledge and belief. ■ 

"Before me, Isaac F. Jones, \ 

tf A true copy. Justice of the Peace." 

Such is her account of heiaelf, and, as nearly 
as possible, in her own language, from the even- 
ing of the twelfth of February, the time of her 
jsappoarance, to Sabliath morning, March the 
, inclusive, when she was restored to the p 
11* 
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^^B tection of her guurili;tn and to the Bocioty of I 
^^H chosen friemla. 

^^H That the above etutements will 1>e i 
^^H teoeivcd by difiereat persons, cuanot be doubted. 
^^H' ^hose who are strongly prejudiced against tlifti 
^^H Catholics will bo likely to give full eredifi| 
^^H them ; asd perhaps they will only regret | 
^^V" they are not of a darker hue. 
1 Such as are indifferent to the religious asp* 

of these disclosures may regret that they have 
been made, lest tiiey should produce exciteiDrat{> 
or deepen the prejudices existing between ( 
olics and Protestants, and thus t 

peace. 

There can be no doubt that the Catholics^ 
themselves will deny these facts, and resort to 
any and every means to invalidate and destroy 

I the evidence on which they rest. For we believe 
it to be an established fact that, in contending 
with Protestants, or in defending the interests of 
tiieir own church, their chosen instmment of 
combat is often falsehood as well aa truth; or, 
at least, the use of this instrument is undeniably 
sanctioned by thoir church, when employed in 
her defence. 

These statemonta, however, must be received 

. as ail other testimony is, and be credited accord- 

e congruity of the parts, their h 
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witL other evidence, and the coinciduucea Iij 

which they ar« sustained. Let these rulca 
applied in judging of the ti-uth or falsehood of^ 
these disclosures, and we have no fear that 
verdict will not he in their favor. 

Miss Carter closes the record of theise even) 
with the following tcstimoma,! to the chaxucter 
Hannah : 

" After she carae from Philadelphia, durij 
the week she waa with as, her whole ooadnct 
was very satisfactory. She read the Bible ua 
though feasting on its ti-oasures. She set 
truly grateful for her deliverance, yet did 
so far as we can judge, indulge in any revenge-, 
fal feelings towards those who had bo wickettly 
persecuted her. She seemed to pity her mother, 
perceiving how much she had to suffer on her 
account ; and often said that, tor her mother' 
sake, she would liave again hecome a C»tholi( 
if her conscience would permit it. 

" TVe had a little canary-bird, and, one d 
- while she itas with ua, the cat caught it, hut 
not kill it directly ; it lay some hours, flutterii 
and panting, on the bottom of the cage. Hi 
nail siiid it made her think of her own cai 

in the hands of the priest. 

liile she cherished the" ivai-mcat g 
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to those who had interested themselves io ht>r 
I behalf, she yet f«l[ that Gixl ha*i heen her deliv- 
t erer, and, but for His apocial interposition, she 
never aliould have returned." 

Hannah's deportment, ainue her return to Mr. 
Y Carpenter's, has been modest, devout and con- 
I- eiatent; knowing and keeping her place in the 
f family ; mivnifeating no assumption of import- 
' anoe on account of the Aotoriety she hiis gained, 
fi «r the noise which the course taken with her 
f has created, She feels tenderly and deeply for 
those who are, as she onco was, the hlindcd, 
enchanted, degraded and willing captives of a 
false religion; and praya most earnestly that 
they may be brought into the gloi-ious liberty 
r which she now enjoys, namely, the liberty 
^ wherewith Christ makes those free who beheve 
a him. She consents to give these fkcta pub- 
L lioity from no other motive than the hope that 
they may bo made instrumental, through the 
blessing of God, of leaiiing many who are now 
blinded by papal superstition to discover some- 
thing of the true nature of that system of de- 
ception, injustice and cruelty, and of inducing 
them to throw off their chains of bondage, and 
assert their right to think and act for themsel ves 
in matters of religion. 



puojiisES iiiioke: 



I he wTiter'a roaaoiis for puiiltshing this c 
are given iii the preface. 
1'. The only thing concerning which there t 
be anj serious question in the miuJs of the c 
did will be the propriety, righteousness or InwiiiM 
ness, of divulging that which Hannah pTOmiBt) 
to keep sourct. Before prononnoing judgmeifl 
on this act, let the reader endeavor to put him 
self in this girl's place. Let him go througl 
every scene, from the twelfth of February, anvl 
imagine himself the victim, until be can italiee 
all the hopes and fears and indignation ' 
might possess her soul on the night of her returf 
to' Boston. Let a promise of silence with i 
spect to the most importiint ani the most nfilictivn 
events of that period be extorted from him, hs 
means of all others the most appalling tinder t 
circumstances, namely, that of being tiikeu to i 
givaler distance from friends, instead of beii^ 
conveyed to them, and into a state of i 
certainty, perplexity and wretchedness, instead 
of liberty. Let him now imagine himself 
drought into the very place tiiat has been 1 
ecene of excitement on his account, where ( 
flicting statements have been made, and axe a' 
id • where his friends 
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! lyiuf 
unfair i 
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for proseljting him, and theo of instigating an 
alnnning exoit«ment> on hia account, under tlie 
declaj'atiOD that the priests had a hand in his 
abduction, and eon bring him biick again if they 
choose. Let him observo that his silence on this 
I point tends to confinn the imputation cast upon 
' B &iends, and that it is calculated to lead hia 
friends to suspect that he is not at heart what he 
s to be. Let each reader fully realize all 
rthia, and then i-emcmber how the promise was 
uobtaineil, and oonceire, if he can, what an intol- 
e harden he has to bear, and what exceeding 
t'difficulties he \ias to encounter, so long as the 
I ■secret remains uudivulged, and how much. 
darkness and doubt he can dissipate by the rev- 
elation thereof. And tlien let him fairly deter- 
mine what he would do in such a caae, be&i 
he passes judgment upon Hanu 
her disclosurea. 

We are no apologists for prbmise-breal 
I We will express no opiruon about Hannah's con- 
rfiuct in this particular. We simply state Uie 
I .circumstances, and leave the reader to his own 
I Judgment. We are willing, however, to say for 
rourselves, acquainted as we arc with all the cir- 
\ oumstancea, that we should do just aa she haa 
■ 4une, and commit the rectitude or the injustice 
i£t to the decision of God. 
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